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• $210,030 increase in revenue for concessions revenue based on 2008 actual experience; 
• $200,000 in increased support from the Zoological Society; 
• $70,517 in increased revenue for Society parking fees based on 2008 activity; 
• $57,715 reduction in revenue based on miscellaneous revenue changes; 

 
Animal Division Alignment of Position Within Job Group                 ($3,670) 
One position of Curator of Large Mammals is abolished and one position of Large Mammals Curator is created in 
2010.  This action realigns the Curator of Large Mammals within the Curator Job Group.  A tax levy savings of 
$3,670 is generated from this action. 
 
Building Maintenance Change                          $0 
Two positions of Heating and Ventilating Mechanic 1 are created in 2010 and two positions of Zoo Maintenance 
Worker are asterisked for abolishment when the positions become vacant.  The heating, air conditioning and 
refrigeration systems at the Milwaukee County Zoo have grown more complex over the years and require 
additional skills to maintain these systems.  Creation of the new positions has a zero net tax levy impact because 
the positions are part of the Zoo’s 2010 vacancy and turnover plan and will not be filled until vacancies occur 
within the positions of Zoo Maintenance Worker. 
 
Human Resources Function at the Zoo                                                                                                $0 
1.0 FTE Human Resource Coordinator position and 1.0 FTE Management Assistant HR are transferred from DAS 
Human Resources to the Zoological Department in order to improve responsiveness to departmental human 
resource activities while increasing the focus of DAS Human Resources on managing County-wide human 
resource policies and ensuring compliance.  Departmental human resource staff will continue to follow the policies 
and procedures established by DAS Human Resources and participate in professional development activities in 
order to ensure standard and consistent practices. 
 
Professional Service Contracts 
The Zoological Department is requesting authority to enter into the following Professional Service Contracts in 
2010.  They are included in this budget for County Board approval in lieu of separate review and approval during 
the budget year.  These contracts are with an identified vendor. 
 

Contract Amount Description Provider

$170,000 Sea Lion Show Oceans of Fun, Inc.

$103,107 Mold-a-Ramas William A. Jones Co.

$90,000 Raptor Bird Show World Bird Santuary  
 

ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY SUPPORT 
 

The relationship between Milwaukee County and the Zoological Society began in 1910 when the Washington 
Park Zoological Society, now the Zoological Society of Milwaukee County, was organized to help raise funds for 
animal acquisition.  The Society has functioned for many years for the purpose of aiding the County in the 
operation, maintenance and development of the Zoo and its animal collection.  Its mission is to promote 
conservation, education, exhibition of animals, research and recreation through fundraising and volunteerism. 
 
In February 1989, the relationship was formalized with a Memorandum of Understanding, thus forging a strong 
public/private partnership for the continuing support of the Milwaukee County Zoo.  The Memorandum of 
Understanding was renewed in 1992 and again in 1996.  The agreement provides office space for the Society on 
the Zoo grounds, including utilities, custodial and maintenance services and staff parking.  To assure continued 
support for the Zoo, the County provides free admission for Society members throughout the term of the 
Memorandum of Understanding. 
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The cost of the capital improvement program contained in the 2000-2009 Nine-Year Plan is $29.6 million, which 
was split equally between Milwaukee County and the Zoological Society.  In 2009, the $2.2 million Hippo Facility 
was completed and financed 100% by a Zoological Society donor. 
 
For 2010, the Zoological Society cash contribution of $2,549,469 consists of the following: 
 

• $424,865 continuation of 2008 additional support, as well as an increase of $200,000 in 2010 
• $310,750 in corporate sponsorship revenue 
• $74,288 for various ticket reimbursement for Society members 
• $55,000 summer exhibit corporate sponsorship revenue 
• $93,712 in miscellaneous support 
• $1,390,854 in parking revenue received from Zoological Society members for the Zoo Pass Plus 

Membership.  
 
The Society’s budget also funds $129,872 in HVAC systems for numerous Zoo buildings and generates additional 
support in the amount of $150,000 from their Annual Appeal, which is used to update and upgrade Zoo exhibits. 
 
The Zoological Society is responsible for the management, training and support of 600 Zoo Pride volunteers that 
donate 40,000 hours annually in various capacities at the Zoo. 

Capital Investments  
A total of $4,984,906 is invested in capital projects for 2010.  These include projects that are part of two 2010 debt 
issuances and a Fall 2009 debt issuance.  The projects funded through the Fall 2009 debt issuance were 
submitted to the County Board for approval during the September 2009 cycle but are presented here for 
illustrative purposes.  Additional details can be found in the Debt Service budget - Org 9960 and the 2010 
Recommended Capital Improvement Budget.  The funded projects include: 

• Bird Winter Quarters HVAC Replacement: $52,757 
• ARC HVAC Replacement: $185,427 
• Seal Pool Filter Room Rehabilitation: $91,018 
• Winter Quarters Roof Repair and Design: $781,529 
• Pump House: $139,879 
• Exit Drive Repaving: $155,000 
• Peck Center HVAC Replacement: $913,950 
• Aviary Fire & Smoke Detection Devices: $130,805 
• Primate House Fire & Smoke Detection Devices: $103,899 
• Pachyderm West Roof Replacement: $78,235 
• Apes/Primates Climbing Structure and Repair Orangutan Mesh Structure: $82,660 
• AHC Electrical Service Extension: $911,876 
• Family Farm Fencing Improvements: $146,756 
• Small Mammal HVAC Replacement: $52,757 
• Zoo Terrace Renovations: $118,650 
• Zoomobile Replacement: $311,456 
• Polar Bear and Seal Shade Structure: $206,988 
• Primates/Apes Enclosure Renovations: $219,809 
• Winter Quarters Barn Renovations (Camel, Alpaca, and Zebra): $301,455
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BUDGET SUMMARY 

Account Summary 2008 Actual 2009 Budget 2010 Budget 2009/2010 
Change 

Personal Services (w/o EFB) $ 8,006,652 $ 8,394,988 $ 7,830,163 $ (564,825)
Employee Fringe Benefits (EFB)  4,354,993 4,366,253 4,646,888  280,635
Services  4,880,102 5,608,377 5,516,678  (91,699)
Commodities  2,992,956 3,323,431 3,352,434  29,003
Other Charges  0 0 0  0
Debt & Depreciation  0 0 0  0
Capital Outlay  1,613,175 310,916 443,092  132,176
Capital Contra  0 0 0  0
County Service Charges  1,932,945 1,839,715 1,479,315  (360,400)
Abatements  (9) (25,000) 0  25,000
Total Expenditures $ 23,780,814 $ 23,818,680 $ 23,268,570 $ (550,110)
Direct Revenue  17,359,725 18,362,730 19,871,768  1,509,038
State & Federal Revenue  0 0 0  0
Indirect Revenue  0 0 0  0
Total Revenue $ 17,359,725 $ 18,362,730 $ 19,871,768 $ 1,509,038
Direct Total Tax Levy  6,421,089 5,455,950 3,396,802  (2,059,148)
 
 

PERSONNEL SUMMARY 
 2008 Actual 2009 Budget 2010 Budget 2009/2010 

Change 
Position Equivalent (Funded)*  246.3  251.8  256.1  4.3
% of Gross Wages Funded  97.0  94.5  94.8  0.3
Overtime (Dollars) $ 330,684 $ 385,440 $ 385,440 $ 0
Overtime (Equivalent to 
Position) 

 6.1  11.7  11.7  0.0

 
* For 2008 Actuals, the Position Equivalent is the budgeted amount. 
 

Title  # of Total  Cost of Positions
Job Title/Classification Code Action Positions FTE Division (Salary Only)

Curator of Large Mammals 43170 Abolish (1) (1.00) 9511-Animal Mgt. $ (56,846)
Large Mammal Curator Z0012 Create 1 1.00 9511-Animal Mgt. 53,962
Heating & Vent. Mechanic 1 96900 Create 2 2.00 9522-Operations 76,108
Zoo Maintenance Worker* 18030 Abolish (2) (2.00) 9522-Operations 0
Management Assistant HR 00019 Transfer-in 1 1.00 9559-Adm & Fin 42,610
Human Resources Coord Zoo 05750 Transfer-in 1 1.00 9559-Adm & Fin 70,326

 TOTAL $ 186,160

PERSONNEL CHANGES 

 
*Two positions of Zoo Maintenance Worker are asterisked for abolishment upon vacancy. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL COST SUMMARY 

DIVISION  2008 Actual 2009 Budget 2010 Budget 2009/2010 
Change 

Expenditure $ 6,559,211 $ 7,036,985 $ 6,780,107 $ (256,878)
Revenue  58,403  81,000  81,000  0Animal Health and 

Management Tax Levy $ 6,500,808 $ 6,955,985 $ 6,699,107 $ (256,878)
Expenditure $ 8,007,688 $ 8,258,978 $ 8,045,332 $ (213,646)
Revenue  11,444,955  12,623,751  14,010,297  1,386,546Operations 
Tax Levy $ (3,437,267) $ (4,364,773) $ (5,964,965) $ (1,600,192)
Expenditure $ 6,612,212 $ 5,743,427 $ 5,732,392 $ (11,035)
Revenue  2,138,982  1,298,402  1,197,551  (100,851)Administration and 

Finance Tax Levy $ 4,473,230 $ 4,445,025 $ 4,534,841 $ 89,816
Expenditure $ 2,601,749 $ 2,779,290 $ 2,710,739 $ (68,551)
Revenue  3,717,389  4,359,577  4,582,920  223,343Public Affairs and 

Services Tax Levy $ (1,115,640) $ (1,580,287) $ (1,872,181) $ (291,894)
 
 
All departments are required to operate within their expenditure appropriations and their overall budgets. Pursuant to Section 59.60(12), 
Wisconsin Statutes, "No payment may be authorized or made and no obligation incurred against the county unless the county has sufficient 
appropriations for payment. No payment may be made or obligation incurred against an appropriation unless the director first certifies that a 
sufficient unencumbered balance is or will be available in the appropriation to make the payment or to meet the obligation when it becomes 
due and payable. An obligation incurred and an authorization of payment in violation of this subsection is void. A county officer who knowingly 
violates this subsection is jointly and severely liable to the county for the full amount paid. A county employee who knowingly violates this 
subsection may be removed for cause." 
 
 

RAILROAD EXPENDABLE TRUST ACCOUNT (Org. 0320) 
 
The Railroad Fund exists for the purpose of recording the receipt of all revenue derived from the operation of the 
Zoo’s miniature passenger railroad. 
 

Expenditure Revenue Tax Levy
$966,620 $966,620 $0  

 
Total 2010 expenditures and revenues for the Railroad Fund are $966,620 and include the following: 
 
Expenditures 
 
$443,598 Reflects personal service charges from the Zoological Department for services provided by four 

Locomotive Engineers, eight Trackless Train Operators and various seasonal and other support 
staff. 

 
$266,559 Appropriation for the operation and repair of locomotives, track, ties, coaches and Zoomobiles, as 

well as train or coach purchases and train station improvements.   The 2010 Capital Budget 
includes replacement of the Zoo’s Zoomobiles.  Bond financing is requested for the project with 
the debt service costs to be charged against the Train Trust Fund over a ten-year period.  An 
appropriate of $40,561 is budgeted in 2010 for the first principal and interest payment. 

 
$  28,000 Appropriation for animal purchases. 
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$228,463 Other commodities and supplies, expenses for conservation programs and grants, library 
operators and staff training, travel and conference expenses. 

 
Revenue 
 
$966,620 Reflects revenue of $819,371 from operation of the train and Zoomobile, $52,763 from 

miscellaneous revenue, a $94,486 contribution from reserves.  The 2010 Capital Budget includes 
replacement of three zoomobiles.  These improved vehicles will allow the Zoo to upgrade the tour 
and increase user fees.  See General Zoo Visitor Fee Schedule for new zoomobile rates. 

 

 

SPECIMEN EXPENDABLE TRUST ACCOUNT (Org. 0319) 
 
The Specimen Fund exists for the purpose of recording receipts from the sale of animals.  Disbursements are to 
be made for the purchase of animals and related expenditures such as freight and express charges on the 
shipment of animals. 
 

Expenditure Revenue Tax Levy
$48,325 $48,325 $0  

 
Total 2010 expenditures and revenues for the Specimen Fund are $48,325 and include the following: 
 
Expenditures 
 
$  36,230 Freight charges and travel expenses related to animal shipments. 
 
$  12,095 Appropriation for animal replacement and miscellaneous commodity purchases. 
 
 
Revenue 
 
$  48,325 Revenue from animal sales, miscellaneous investment earnings and giraffe feedings. 
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2009 2010
Rate Rate Change

Admissions
Adult summer-County $10.50 $11.50 $1.00
Junior summer-County $7.50 $8.50 $1.00
Adult summer-Non-County $12.25 $13.25 $1.00
Junior summer-Non-County $9.25 $10.25 $1.00

Adult winter-County $9.00 $10.00 $1.00
Junior winter-County $6.00 $7.00 $1.00
Adult winter-Non-County $10.75 $11.75 $1.00
Junior winter-Non-County $7.75 $8.75 $1.00

Adult discount day $7.00 $8.00 $1.00
Junior discount day $4.50 $5.50 $1.00

Adult education-County $8.50 $9.50 $1.00
Junior education-County $5.50 $6.50 $1.00
Adult education-Non-County $9.25 $10.25 $1.00
Junior education-Non-County $6.25 $7.25 $1.00

Adult group-County $9.25 $10.25 $1.00
Junior group-County $6.25 $7.25 $1.00
Adult group-Non-County $11.00 $12.00 $1.00
Junior group-Non-County $8.00 $9.00 $1.00

Senior summer-County $9.50 $10.50 $1.00
Senior winter-County $7.50 $8.50 $1.00
Senior summer-Non-County $11.25 $12.25 $1.00
Senior winter-Non-County $9.25 $10.25 $1.00

Attractions
Camel Ride* $4.00 $4.00 $0.00
Carousel $2.00 $2.00 $0.00
Pony Ride* $4.00 $4.00 $0.00
Sea Lion $2.00 $2.00 $0.00
SkyGlider* $3.00 $3.00 $0.00
Special Exhibit** $2.50 $2.50 $0.00
Train-Adult $2.50 $2.50 $0.00
Train-Child $1.50 $1.50 $0.00
Zoomobile-Adult $1.50 $3.00 $1.50
Zoomobile-Child $1.00 $2.00 $1.00
Zoomobile-Sr Citizen $1.25 $3.00 $1.75

Parking Fees
Cars $10.00 $11.00 $1.00
Buses $14.00 $15.00 $1.00

Other Fees
Stroller-Single* $6.00 $6.00 $0.00
Stroller-Double* $9.00 $9.00 $0.00

GENERAL ZOO VISITOR FEE SCHEDULE

 
* Fee is set by contract. 
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BUDGET SUMMARY 
 2008 Actual 2009 Budget 2010 Budget 

    
Property Tax Levy Contribution to 

Milwaukee Public Museum 
$ 3,502,376 $ 3,502,376 $ 3,502,376 

    
 

MISSION

The Milwaukee Public Museum (MPM) is an educational and research institution that focuses on the natural 
sciences, anthropology and history.  Beginning in 2007, MPM opened a planetarium and included astronomy in its 
program offering. 
 
MPM preserves and cares for its collections in the public trust.  Through its research and collections, the Museum 
seeks knowledge and understanding of global change and diversity from geological, biological, cultural and 
historical perspectives. MPM interprets these themes to diverse audiences through its exhibits, programs and 
publications. 
 
MPM’s mission is best accomplished through the coordinated use of its public exhibits, research capabilities, 
collections and educational programs. 
 

OPERATING HISTORY 
 
Milwaukee County acquired the MPM from the City of Milwaukee in 1976.  In 125 years as a public institution, the 
Museum has grown to be one of the leading natural history museums in the nation, providing a valuable 
educational opportunity to visitors. 
 
Based on the recommendations of a Blue Ribbon Task Force created in 1990 to study alternative funding of the 
Museum, County Board Resolution (File No. 91-775), adopted November 12, 1991, created a not-for-profit 
Museum Corporation with a Board of Directors providing management of the facility, effective March 31, 1992.  In 
this arrangement, the County retains ownership of the collection, building and land while MPM provides 
operational management of the Museum.  A fixed base level funding amount of $4.3 million was established for 
MPM during the initial five-year period of the Lease and Management Agreement. 
 
The Lease and Management Agreement was re-negotiated in 1997 to continue the County’s annual $4.3 million 
payment to the MPM for five years, unless the County or MPM requested that base support levels be modified 
after March 31, 1999. 
 
As a result of the re-negotiation, the Museum Endowment Funds were transferred to MPM in August 1997. 
 
In 1999, the County extended the current term of the MPM Lease Agreement for an additional 33 months through 
December 31, 2004 (File No. 99-28(a)(a)) to facilitate the Museum Corporation’s ability to sell long-term revenue 
bonds and to facilitate a capital campaign to raise charitable donations in support of the Museum Corporation’s 
Butterfly Garden capital improvement project.  This agreement remains in effect with a five-year renewal for 35 
years, or until a new agreement is negotiated and signed. 
 
In 2005, MPM required a loan to remain solvent because of severe cash flow problems resulting from overly 
aggressive expansion, financial mismanagement and lax Museum Board oversight.  The County guaranteed the 
repayment of up to a $6 million loan package on June 30, 2005 in order for MPM to be eligible for working capital 
resources from JPMorgan Chase and Marshall & Ilsley Banks, the “Lenders.”  In January 2007, a Museum 
Recovery Committee was formed, including all major MPM stakeholders, to determine and to recommend a 
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comprehensive financial recovery plan to ensure the long-term financial viability of the museum.  The recovery 
plan, approved by the County Board, included major donor commitments including a $5.0 million matching 
challenge grant, lender concessions and debt restructuring, MPM fund raising commitments and operating 
efficiencies, and a 10-year funding commitment to MPM from Milwaukee County.  The commitments and actions 
of each of the stakeholders resulted in a substantial multi-million dollar package of financial improvements for the 
Museum.  As part of the recovery plan, Milwaukee County agreed to provide a minimum of $4.0 million in capital 
improvement funding over a 5-year period.  In February 2008, the proceeds from the $5.0 million challenge grant 
raised by MPM were used to pay off the outstanding County guaranteed debt that was established in the 2005 
loan package. 
 

CAPITAL BUDGET HISTORY 
 
In 1994, Milwaukee County issued $8.9 million in bonds for the addition of a large screen theater (IMAX) to the 
Museum Complex.  In 1996, MPM and Discovery World Museum jointly opened the theater and shared operating 
expenses and revenues.  In 1999, the County and MPM refunded the remaining outstanding debt for the IMAX 
Theater of approximately $8.0 million.  In March of 2000, Milwaukee County, acting as a conduit for MPM, issued 
$4.2 million in revenue bonds for MPM to fund the Pulicher Butterfly Wing and purchase Discovery World’s 
interest in, and assume full operation of, the IMAX Theater.  The purchase was completed in April 2000. 
 
As part of the 2007 financial restructuring of the museum under the recovery plan, the outstanding bonds were 
extinguished in October, 2007 and replaced with a 10-year note between MPM and JPMorgan Chase and 
Marshall & Ilsley Banks. 
 
 

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• For 2010, Milwaukee County’s contribution to MPM remains at the $3,502,376 funding level per the approved 
Recovery Plan and Amendment 10 to the Lease and Management Agreement, which states that annual 
funding is fixed for a 10-year period beginning January 1, 2008.   

• In 2010 $2,378,598 is invested in capital projects. 
 

Capital Investments  
A total of $2,378,598 is invested in capital projects for 2010.  These include projects that are part of two 2010 debt 
issuances and a Fall 2009 debt issuance.  The projects funded through the Fall 2009 debt issuance were 
submitted to the County Board for approval during the September 2009 cycle but are presented here for 
illustrative purposes.  Additional details can be found in the Debt Service budget - Org 9960 and the 2010 
Recommended Capital Improvement Budget.  The funded projects include: 

• Electrical Distribution Replacement: $400,000 
• Asphalt Parking & Loading Dock Area: $80,400 
• Museum Air Handling and Piping Replacement: $850,000 
• Museum Roof Replacement: $405,900 
• Door Replacement: $122,170 
• 3rd Floor Artifact Gallery Renovation: $414,288 
• Security/Life/Safety System: $105,840 
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UNIVERSITY EXTENSION SERVICE (9910) 
 

 
 

 

Budget Summary 
 

 2010 2009/2010 
Change 

Expenditures 461,348 (33,461) 
Revenue 121,080 0 
Levy 340,268 (33,461) 
FTE’s 0.75 0.00 

MISSION 
 
Milwaukee County Cooperative Extension’s 
mission is to connect people to university 
knowledge they can use. Cooperative Extension 
makes a special effort to reach those who are 
traditionally underserved including people of 
color, low-income families, and people with 
disabilities. Our goal is to provide high-quality, 
low-cost educational opportunities that 
emphasize: crisis prevention, youth leadership, 
and the strengthening of personal and 
professional skills, leading to an improved quality 
of life for Milwaukee County citizens. 
 

 

Major Programmatic Changes 
• Maximize the use of classrooms and meeting 

rooms for educational and community programs 
at CATC Building A to hold down costs of room 
rental, staff time, and mileage for conducting 
programs off-site. CATC Building A enhances 
Extension’s capacity to serve county residents 
by providing classrooms and meeting rooms 
that are ADA accessible, properly heated and 
air-conditioned and in a location with parking 
and bus service. 

 
 

OBJECTIVES 
The following are some of the program goals and objectives of the Milwaukee County Cooperative 
Extension office: 
 
Objective 1 – Youth Development: 

Science, Engineering & Technology (SET) in Milwaukee strategic goals: 
• Increase the capacity of Milwaukee elementary aged children to become science and technology 

proficient. 
• Increase the capacity of adults as educators through 4-H SET curriculum implementation. 
• Harness the knowledge and ability of SET professionals in Milwaukee to share their passion for their work 

with youth. 
 
Objective 2 – Family Living Programs: 

• Continue our support to the City of Milwaukee in addressing the foreclosure issue by assisting the City to 
outreach and be inclusive of the various communities affected by predatory lending and foreclosures. 

• Coordinate the 3rd Statewide Community Response Predatory Lending. 
• Continue to provide quality trainings in the area of home visitation training and other trainings such as:  

Effective Black Parenting and Get Checking. 
• Through the Food & Nutrition Program, educators will make over 21,000 educational contacts, reaching 

7,767 learners through SNAP-Ed Program; work with 162 community agencies;  educate over 500 
families through EFNEP and educate over 500 youth through EFNEP Summer Youth program.  

 
 

340



COUNTY EXECUTIVE'S 2010 BUDGET 
 
DEPT:  University Extension Service  UNIT NO. 9910  
   FUND:  General - 0001 
 

9910 - 2 

Objective 3 – Community Development, Natural Resources & Economic Development (CNRED): 
• CNRED Educator will provide strategic assistance to nonprofit organizations and local governments with 

a focus on community, economic development and/or organizational development 
 
Objective 4 – Urban Agriculture/Horticulture:   

• The Horticulture Helpline connects people to non-biased, research-based plant information in response to 
their inquiries. It takes advantage of the “teachable moment” when people call or come with a question to 
educate them about broader concepts about plant care (biological, botanical, horticultural and ecological) 
so that their deeper understanding enables them to make informed decisions. 

• A new micro farm course will teach food production using research-based organic practices. Participants 
will learn how to grow healthy, productive crops on a micro scale for profit or family use, with a focus on 
organic methods. Students will pass along their learning by contributing 15 hours of volunteer service in 
the 2009 season by helping with new gardener training and maintenance of the demonstration gardens. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
Cooperative Extension consists of Administration, Family Living, Horticulture/Urban Agriculture, Youth 
Development and Community Natural Resources and Economic Development sections. In 2009, the department 
delivered 34 different programs and reached about 95,000 County residents. 
 
Administration includes program support and evaluation, professional development, personnel management, 
financial management and technology support. These resources are provided for Milwaukee County with State 
and Federal funding through the University of Wisconsin Cooperative Extension.  The Director of the Milwaukee 
County Extension department serves as the representative of the UW Cooperative Extension and works with 
Extension faculty to ensure strong and effective educational programs. 
 
Family Living provides training in the areas of parenting, food science and nutrition, poverty, financial 
management, foreclosure prevention and predatory lending. This program also provides professional 
development for home visitors. 
 
Urban Agriculture/Horticulture provides research-based information and training in horticulture and urban 
agriculture to increase the positive impacts of gardening for people and the environment.  This service includes: 
instruction on home and community food production and the safe use of pesticides, assistance for community 
gardens, rental gardens, accessible gardening for people with disabilities, volunteer service and education 
through the Master Gardener Program, and advice on plant care for homeowners.  
 
Youth Development helps youth build leadership and life skills through experiential learning, promotes the 
sciences to youth between the ages of 6 and 19, broadens awareness of career and education opportunities, 
helps youth and youth workers develop conflict management and communication skills, and networks with other 
youth serving agencies and school teachers.  
 
Community Natural Resources and Economic Development stresses economic revitalization, water quality 
improvement, waste management, small business development, local government education, strategic planning, 
non-profit and neighborhood organizational development. 

2010 BUDGET  
Approach and Priorities 

• Maintain service levels in terms of both the number of people served and the quality of educational 
programs provided. 

• Focus on “train-the-trainer” programs to expand our reach to more county residents. 
• Continue recruiting and training volunteers to extend research-based information to the community. 
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Budget Highlights 
Wage and Benefit Modifications                 ($5,026) 
This budget includes an expenditure reduction of $5,026 based on the changes described in the non-
departmental account for wage and benefit modifications (org-1972).   

• The Extension will maximize the use of classrooms and meeting rooms for educational and community 
programs at CATC Building A to hold down costs of room rental, staff time, and mileage for conducting 
programs off-site. CATC Building A enhances Extension’s capacity to serve County residents by 
providing classrooms and meeting rooms that are ADA accessible, properly heated and air-conditioned 
and in a location with parking and bus service.  This provides savings of up to $90,000 in offsite 
instructional costs.  The Extension will also work with Facilities to accommodate additional tenants that 
will likely move to CATC as part of the Countywide space reallocation. 

• In 2009, approximately $220,000 was budgeted in services for overhead costs, including rent, as a new 
location for the UW-Extension had not been identified.  Since they moved into a County facility, those 
expenses were budgeted as crosscharges in 2010. 

 
 

BUDGET SUMMARY 
Account Summary 2008 Actual 2009 Budget 2010 Budget 2009/2010 

Change 
Personal Services (w/o EFB) $ 22,388 $ 24,101 $ 22,441 $ (1,660)
Employee Fringe Benefits (EFB)  31,824 24,973 26,134  1,161
Services  271,937 429,206 180,206  (249,000)
Commodities  751 4,000 0  (4,000)
Other Charges  0 0 0  0
Debt & Depreciation  0 0 0  0
Capital Outlay  0 0 0  0
Capital Contra  0 0 0  0
County Service Charges  13,021 12,529 232,567  220,038
Abatements  0 0 0  0
Total Expenditures $ 339,921 $ 494,809 $ 461,348 $ (33,461)
Direct Revenue  110,454 121,080 121,080  0
State & Federal Revenue  0 0 0  0
Indirect Revenue  0 0 0  0
Total Revenue $ 110,454 $ 121,080 $ 121,080 $ 0
Direct Total Tax Levy  229,467 373,729 340,268  (33,461)
 
 

PERSONNEL SUMMARY 
 2008 Actual 2009 Budget 2010 Budget 2009/2010 

Change 
Position Equivalent (Funded)*  0.8  0.75  0.75  0.00
% of Gross Wages Funded  100.0  100.0  100.0  0.0
Overtime (Dollars) $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 0
Overtime (Equivalent to 
Position) 

 0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0

 
* For 2008 Actuals, the Position Equivalent is the budgeted amount. 
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Title  # of Total  Cost of Positions
Job Title/Classification Code Action Positions FTE Division (Salary Only)

None
 TOTAL $ 0

PERSONNEL CHANGES 

 
 
All departments are required to operate within their expenditure appropriations and their overall budgets. Pursuant to Section 59.60(12), 
Wisconsin Statutes, "No payment may be authorized or made and no obligation incurred against the county unless the county has sufficient 
appropriations for payment. No payment may be made or obligation incurred against an appropriation unless the director first certifies that a 
sufficient unencumbered balance is or will be available in the appropriation to make the payment or to meet the obligation when it becomes 
due and payable. An obligation incurred and an authorization of payment in violation of this subsection is void. A county officer who knowingly 
violates this subsection is jointly and severely liable to the county for the full amount paid. A county employee who knowingly violates this 
subsection may be removed for cause." 
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BUDGET SUMMARY 
  2008 Actual*  2009 Budget  2010 Budget 
Expenditures     
Debt Service Principal (8021) $ 38,676,651 $ 52,294,017 $ 63,467,437
Debt Service Interest (8022)  19,546,931  41,884,980  44,786,553
Total Principal and Interest $ 58,223,582 $ 94,178,997 $ 108,253,990
Interest Allocation (9880)  (4,071,213)  (25,540,863)  (40,597,546)
Total Expenditures $ 54,152,369 $ 68,638,134 $ 67,656,444
     
Contributions     
Reserve for County Bonds (4703) $ 0 $ 3,198,161 $ 419,911
Total Contributions $ 0 $ 3,198,161 $ 419,911
     
Revenues     
Jail Assessment Surcharge (1315) $ 1,397,025 $ 1,373,600 $ 1,387,336
Golf Course Enhancement Fee - Debt Service 
(4207) 

 225,999  0  0

Sale of Capital Asset (4905)  7,922,721  3,190,000  0
Revenue from Project Rents (4999)  1,311,060  1,109,006  1,121,787
Total Revenues $ 10,856,805 $ 5,672,606 $ 2,509,123
     
Direct Property Tax Levy** $ 43,295,564 $ 59,767,367 $ 64,727,410
 
* 2008 actual excludes balance sheet entries to record principal retired for proprietary fund departments.  This 

adjustment is intended to allow 2008 information to be reported on a basis comparable to the subsequent 
year budget summaries. 

 
** County sales and use tax revenues are dedicated primarily to the payment of general obligation debt service 

costs.  For budgetary purposes, the County’s pledge to levy ad valorem taxes for the payment of debt service 
payments treats sales tax revenues and property tax revenues as interchangeable 
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Type True Date Final Bonds or Notes
of Interest of Maturity Outstanding

Issue Rate Bond Issue Date 12/31/07 Principal Interest
R 5.04 10/15/93 10/01/11 20,974,991$      6,260,607$        223,973$           
A 4.60 05/01/99 10/01/14 2,730,000 455,000             107,153             
C 4.40 04/01/01 10/01/16 20,000,000 2,500,000          875,000             
TB 6.06 06/01/01 12/01/11 750,000 250,000             31,375               
R 3.87 10/01/01 12/01/11 18,075,000 6,250,000          345,000             

AR 4.47 10/01/01 12/01/11 435,000 145,000             12,905               
R 4.08 06/01/02 09/01/11 15,700,000 7,850,000          392,500             
C 4.20 02/01/02 08/01/17 22,725,000 2,525,000          1,028,938          
C 3.95 02/01/03 08/01/18 17,325,000 1,725,000          801,750             
R 3.48 07/01/03 08/01/17 100,025,000 480,000             3,363,805          
C 3.72 02/01/04 08/01/19 20,955,000 1,630,000          758,144             
C 4.24 06/01/06 12/01/20 21,050,000 1,450,000          860,200             
R 3.89 02/01/06 10/01/15 62,500,000 12,735,000 2,997,413
C 4.14 04/01/07 10/01/21 28,980,000 1,175,000 1,449,000
C 4.12 06/01/08 12/01/22 32,100,000 2,020,000 1,267,375
C 3.93 06/01/08 12/01/23 30,860,000 985,000 1,174,063
C 5.04 08/01/09 10/01/24 24,775,000 0 1,425,355
C* *** ***** ***** 46,330,000 1,175,000 2,031,371
R 2.00 08/01/09 10/01/16 17,250,000 3,735,000 434,343

Projected Outstanding Balance as of December 31, 2009 503,539,991$    53,345,607$      19,579,663$      
and Associated Debt Service

STFLP-Housing 6.00 03/15/09 03/15/17 1,000,000        96,830              49,780             
1,000,000$        96,830$             49,780$             

504,539,991$    53,442,437$      19,629,440$      

Taxable GO 
Notes 6.84 12/01/09 12/01/33 265,000,000$    10,025,000$      15,880,613$      
Taxable Pension 
Anticipation 
Notes 5.39 12/01/09 12/01/13 135,000,000      -                        7,276,500          

400,000,000$    10,025,000$      23,157,113$      

106,253,990
2010 Total Stabilization Fund Contribution 2,000,000

108,253,990$    

*Preliminary, subject to change.

2009 Budget
Requirements

Summary of Bonds and Notes Outstanding
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Type of Issue Explanation 
 A -Airport Bonds 
 B -Building Bonds 
 C -Corporate Purpose Bonds 
 D -Detention Facility Bonds 
 N -General Obligation Note 
 R -Refunding Bonds 
 AR-Airport Refunding Bonds 
 TB-Taxable Bonds 
 STFLP- State Trust Fund Loan Program 
 
 
DEBT SERVICE CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Pension Obligation Bond Debt Service Abatement 
 
 
The 2010 debt service costs for the pension obligation notes issued in 2009 is $33,182,113.  To accurately reflect 
all benefit related costs, this amount is budgeted in the Org. 1950 - Employee Fringe Benefits.  In addition, to 
accurately reflect all debt service costs, this amount is also included in the principal and interest amounts within 
the General Debt Service Fund Budget.  To avoid duplication of the debt service costs, the amount is abated in 
the General Debt Service Budget. 
 
County Fleet Debt Service Abatement 
 
The 2010 debt service costs for the $6,514,000 issued for vehicles and equipment in 2009 is $1,326,980.  To 
accurately reflect all fleet-related costs, this amount is budgeted in the Org. 5300 – Fleet Management Division 
and crosscharged to user departments.  In addition, to accurately reflect all debt service costs, this amount is also 
included in the principal and interest amounts within the General Debt Service Fund Budget.  To avoid duplication 
of the debt service costs, the amount is abated in the General Debt Service Budget. 
 
Reserve for County Bonds (4703) 
 
A contribution of $419,911 from the Reserve for County Bonds is anticipated for 2010. 
 
The reserve proceeds consist of unallocated bond proceeds of $181,315 from the sale of the 2008 General 
Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds that will be applied towards the 2010 interest payment for those bonds in 
accordance with State Statute, in addition to $9,759 in lapsed bond proceeds from completed or abandoned 
capital projects, $228,837 in surplus 2007 bond proceeds. 
 
In May 2009, the County entered into a purchase agreement to sell a portion of the northeast quadrant of the 
County Grounds for the development of the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s College of Engineering and 
Applied Science (UWM).  The County anticipates receiving sale proceeds in the amount of $13,550,000 million 
upon the close of the land sale.  Receipt of the sale proceeds will be as follows:  $5,000,000 payment at the time 
of closing; $5,000,000 one year after closing; and $887,500 annually for years three through six after the initial 
closing.  The 2010 Capital Improvements Budget includes $8,297,700 of the land sale proceeds to finance bus 
rapid transit ($6,459,000), Parks major maintenance ($750,000), Oak Leaf Trails ($250,000), fiscal automation 
($200,000), electronic medical records ($188,700) and relocation of staff at City Campus ($450,000).  The 
remaining $1,702,300 in land sale proceeds have been allocated to the debt service reserve.  Proceeds from 
future land sales, net of expenses and debt defeasance that are not specifically identified for other purposes will 
be contributed to the debt service reserve. 
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Jail Assessment Surcharge (1315) 
 
Jail Assessment Surcharge Revenue of $1,387,336 is projected to be used to pay 2010 debt service costs for the 
construction of the Criminal Justice Facility (CJF) as allowed by Wisconsin Statutes Section 302.46(2). 
 
Sale of Capital Asset (4905) 
 
Doyne Hospital Sale Revenues 
 
Based on the sale agreement between Milwaukee County and Froedtert Memorial Lutheran Hospital (Froedtert), 
the County will receive annual payments over 20 years beginning in 1997 and ending in 2016 based on the net 
operating cash flow generated by Froedtert.    

Year Budget Actual 
Surplus / 

Deficit 
2007 $ 3,796,000 $ 2,919,000 $ (877,000)
2008 $ 2,919,000 $ 7,922,721 $ 5,003,721
2009 $ 3,190,000 $ 78,000 $ (3,112,000)
 
Revenues for 2008 exceeded the budget by nearly $4 million due to a reclassification of various financial 
accounts by Froedtert Hospital.  Since this was a one-time reclassification, 2009 revenues were budgeted based 
on a seven-year average excluding the 2008 payment.  Actual revenues for 2009 are projected to be significantly 
lower than budgeted due to the global economic recession.  As a result, no revenue is budgeted in 2010. 
 
Revenue from Project Rents (4999) 
 
Milwaukee Kickers Soccer Club 
 
The County issued a total of $3,750,000 in 1994 and 1995 General Obligation Bonds for the Milwaukee Kickers 
Soccer Club (MKSC) for the purpose of purchasing land and developing an indoor/outdoor sports complex to be 
located at the Uihlein Soccer Park at 7101 West Good Hope Road in Milwaukee.  The MKSC agreed to repay the 
County for debt service on these bonds.   
 
On July 23, 1998, the County Board of Supervisors approved Resolution File No. 98-427, which authorized an 
amendment of the lease agreement between the MKSC and Milwaukee County to restructure the lease payment 
schedule.  The new payment plan reflects the donation to MKSC of the Uihlein Soccer Park land and associated 
costs by establishing a level payment schedule of $430,000 annually and extending the schedule from 2010 to 
2011, beginning in 1998. 
 
In addition, the payment dates were changed from June and December to August and February, beginning in 
1999.  On October 18, 2001, Milwaukee County issued $49,925,000 in Corporate Purpose Refunding Bonds to 
refund a portion of the 1994, 1995 and 1996 bonds.  A portion of the refund savings and premium have been 
applied to the outstanding Milwaukee Kickers debt, which has reduced the lease payment from $430,000 to 
$424,000 for 2003 and future years. 
 
The payment amount for 2010 is $424,000. 
 
Marcus Center Renovation 
 
The County issued a total of $5,802,000 in General Obligation Bonds during 1994 and 1995 for the purpose of 
renovating the interior of the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts.  The Marcus Center instituted a facility fee on 
tickets for the specific purpose of repaying the County bonds.  Based on information provided by the Marcus 
Center, facility fee income is sufficient to repay bonds issued by Milwaukee County for this project.  The budgeted 
amount for 2009 was $261,968.  This restructured amount reflects a one-year extension of the loan repayment 
until 2011.  The 2010 budget includes $252,612 and the expected payment for 2011 will be $243,253.  The 
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reduced payments will assist the Marcus Center for the Performing Arts in maintaining the County-owned facility, 
through accelerating work on need major maintenance projects. 
 
Intergovernmental Cooperation Council 
 
The County issued $2,500,000 General Obligation Building Bonds, Series 1997A on July 17, 1997 on behalf of 
the Intergovernmental Cooperation Council (ICC) for the development of an animal control shelter.  The County 
and ICC have developed a final agreement as required for the release of the bond proceeds to the ICC.  The ICC 
will repay the County for actual debt service costs on this issue.   
 
In 2005, Milwaukee County refunded the debt, which resulted in savings of $55,643 over the life of the issue.  The 
debt service payments reflect the savings per maturity. 
 
Reimbursement for debt service costs for 2010 total $224,005. 
 
Private Geographic Members (PGMs) 
 
In 2003, Milwaukee County issued general obligation bonds to finance Project WG008 – Milwaukee County 
Grounds Roadway Rehabilitation.  Milwaukee County Ordinance 98.01 states that the Private Geographic 
Members (PGM’s) shall share in the cost of improvements at the County Grounds on an equitable basis.  The 
PGM’s consist of Milwaukee County (DHHS – Behavioral Health Division), Froedtert Hospital, Children’s Hospital, 
Medical College of Wisconsin, Curative Rehabilitation and Blood Center of Southeastern Wisconsin. 
 
The cost allocations for improvements are based on a cost sharing formula that is determined by the square 
footage of building area that the geographic members bear to the total gross square feet of the building area of all 
geographic members combined.  The square footage is evaluated annually and is expressed as a percentage.  
Presently, the allocation for the County is 17.8 percent and the combined percentage for the remaining PGM’s is 
82.2 percent.  Therefore, 82.2 percent of the debt service costs for the roadway improvements will be paid by the 
remaining PGMs.  The budgeted amount for 2010 is $221,171. 
 
State Trust Fund Loan Program 
 
In 2007, the County borrowed $1,000,000 from the State Trust Fund Loan Program to finance housing for 
persons with mental illness. The amortization periods are four years for the equipment loan, five years for the 
pension loan and 10 years for the housing loan.  The 2010 principal and interest amounts for the loans are 
$96,830 and $49,780, respectively.  These amounts are included in the account 8021 and 8022 for the payment 
of principal and interest.  Total loan payments for 2010 are $146,610.   The County is in the process of applying 
for a $2,000,000 loan to finance housing projects for persons with mental illness.  The estimated annual debt 
service payment is $280,000 with payment beginning on March 15, 2011.   
 
1993 Levy Rate Cap:  Effective August 12, 1993, Section 59.605, Wisconsin Statutes imposed a property tax rate 
limit for Wisconsin counties.  Separate limits were imposed for operating levy rates and debt service levy rates.  
The operating levy rate is $4.08 per $1,000 equalized value and the debt levy rate limit is $1.42 per $1,000 
equalized value.  The baseline for the rate limit is the 1992 actual tax rate adopted for 1993 budget purposes.  
The County cannot exceed the operating levy rate and debt levy rate limits unless one or more conditions apply, 
as described below.  The statute establishes specific penalties for failure to meet the tax rate limit requirements.  
Among the penalties for exceeding the tax rate limits are reductions in State shared revenues and transportation 
aids. 
 
Under the terms of the 1993 levy rate cap, general obligation debt can be issued only if one of the following 
conditions is met:  (1) a referendum is held that approves the debt issuance; (2) the County Board of Supervisors 
adopts a resolution that sets forth its reasonable expectation that the issuance of the debt will not cause the 
County to increase the debt levy rate; (3) the issuance of the debt was authorized by an initial resolution adopted 
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prior to the effective date of 1993 Wisconsin Act 16 (August 12, 1993); (4) the debt is issued for certain specified 
purposes, including financing regional projects under Section 67.5(7)(f); (5) the debt is issued to fund or refund 
outstanding municipal obligations; or (6) the County Board of Supervisors adopts an initial resolution authorizing 
the issuance of the debt by a vote of at least three-fourths of the members-elect of the County Board. 
 
2007/2008 Levy Cap: Wisconsin State Statute 66.062(2)  
 
Milwaukee County net new construction percentage for 2009 (payable in 2010) is .835 percent plus the 
terminated TID percentage for 2009 (payable in 2010) of .045 percent. The State of Wisconsin levy cap is 
established as the net new construction percentage or three percent, whichever is greater plus the terminated TID 
percentage. 
 
The 2007 levy cap combines operating and debt service levy amounts.  The conditions under which the levy limit 
are stated in the Wisconsin State Statute 66.0602 Local Levy Limits that has been reprinted below:   
 
66.0602 Local levy limits.  
 
(1) DEFINITIONS. In this section:   
 
(a) “Debt service” includes debt service on debt issued or reissued to fund or refund outstanding municipal or 
county obligations, interest on outstanding municipal or county obligations, and related issuance costs and 
redemption premiums.  (am) “Joint fire department” means a joint fire department organized under s. 61.65 (2) (a) 
3. or 62.13 (2m), or a joint fire department organized by any combination of 2 or more cities, villages, or towns 
under s. 66.0301 (2).  
 
(b) “Penalized excess” means the levy, in an amount that is at least $500 over the limit under sub. (2) for the 
political subdivision, not including any amount that is excepted from the limit under subs. (3), (4), and (5). 
 
(c) “Political subdivision” means a city, village, town, or county.   
 
(d) “Valuation factor” means a percentage equal to the greater  of either 3 percent or the percentage change in 
the political subdivision’s January 1 equalized value due to new construction less  improvements removed 
between the previous year and the current year.   
 
(2) LEVY LIMIT. Except as provided in subs. (3), (4), and (5), no political subdivision may increase its levy in any 
year by a percentage that exceeds the political subdivision’s valuation factor.  The base amount in any year, to 
which the limit under this section  applies, shall be the maximum allowable levy for the immediately  preceding 
year. In determining its levy in any year, a city, village, or town shall subtract any tax increment that is calculated 
under s. 59.57 (3) (a), 60.85 (1) (L), or 66.1105 (2) (i). The base amount in any year, to which the limit under this 
section applies, may not include any amount to which sub. (3) (e) 8. applies.   
 
(3) EXCEPTIONS. (a) If a political subdivision transfers to  another governmental unit responsibility for providing 
any service that the political subdivision provided in the preceding year, the levy increase limit otherwise 
applicable under this section to the political subdivision in the current year is decreased to reflect the cost that the 
political subdivision would have incurred to provide that service, as determined by the department of revenue. (b) 
If a political subdivision increases the services that it provides by adding responsibility for providing a service 
transferred to it from another governmental unit that provided the service in the preceding year, the levy increase 
limit otherwise applicable under this section to the political subdivision in the current year is increased to reflect 
the cost of that service, as determined by the department of revenue.  (c) If a city or village annexes territory from 
a town, the city’s or village’s levy increase limit otherwise applicable under this section is increased in the current 
year by an amount equal to the town levy on the annexed territory in the preceding year and the levy increase 
limit otherwise applicable under this section in the current year for the town from which the territory is annexed is 
decreased by that same amount, as determined by the department of revenue. (cm) If a political subdivision’s 
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allowable levy under this section in 2007 was greater than its actual levy in 2007, the levy increase limit otherwise 
applicable under this section to the political subdivision in 2009 is increased by the difference between these 2 
amounts, as determined by the department of revenue. In calculating a political subdivision’s actual levy for 2007, 
the department may not include amounts that are excluded from the limit under pars. (d) 2. and 3., (e), and (h). (d) 
1. If the amount of debt service for a political subdivision in the preceding year is less than the amount of debt 
service needed in the current year, as a result of the political subdivision adopting a resolution before July 1, 
2005, authorizing the issuance of debt, the levy increase limit otherwise applicable under this section to the 
political subdivision in the current year is increased by the difference between these 2 amounts, as determined by 
the department of revenue. 2. The limit otherwise applicable under this section does not apply to amounts levied 
by a political subdivision for the payment of any general obligation debt service, including debt service on debt 
issued or reissued to fund or refund outstanding obligations of the political subdivision, interest on outstanding 
obligations of the political subdivision, or the payment of related issuance costs or redemption premiums, 
authorized on or after July 1, 2005, and secured by the full faith and credit of the political subdivision. 3. The limit 
otherwise applicable under this section does not apply to amounts levied by a county having a population of 
500,000 or more for the payment of debt service on appropriation bonds issued under s. 59.85, including debt 
service on appropriation bonds issued to fund or refund outstanding appropriation bonds of the county, to pay 
related issuance costs or redemption premiums, or to make payments with respect to agreements or ancillary 
arrangements authorized under s. 59.86. 4. If the amount of a lease payment related to a lease revenue bond for 
a political subdivision in the preceding year is less than the amount of the lease payment needed in the current 
year, as a result of the issuance of a lease revenue bond before July 1, 2005, the levy increase limit otherwise 
applicable under this section to the political subdivision in the current year is increased by the difference between 
these 2 amounts. 5. The limit otherwise applicable under this section does not apply to amounts levied by a 1st 
class city for the payment of debt service on appropriation bonds issued under s. 62.62, including debt service on 
appropriation bonds issued to fund or refund outstanding appropriation bonds of the city, to pay related issuance 
costs or redemption premiums, or to make payments with respect to agreements or ancillary arrangements 
authorized under s. 62.621. (dm) If the department of revenue does not certify a value increment for a tax 
incremental district for the current year as a result of the district’s termination, the levy increase limit otherwise 
applicable under this section in the current year to the political subdivision in which the district is located is 
increased by an amount equal to the political subdivision’s maximum allowable levy for the immediately preceding 
year, multiplied by a percentage equal to 50 percent of the amount determined by dividing the value increment of 
the terminated tax incremental district, calculated for the previous year, by the political subdivision’s equalized 
value for the previous year, all as determined by the department of revenue. (e) The limit otherwise applicable 
under this section does not apply to any of the following: 1. The amount that a county levies in that year for a 
county children with disabilities education board. 2. The amount that a 1st class city levies in that year for school 
purposes. 3. The amount that a county levies in that year under s. 82.08 (2) for bridge and culvert construction 
and repair. 4. The amount that a county levies in that year to make payments to public libraries under s. 43.12. 5. 
The amount that a political subdivision levies in that year to make up any revenue shortfall for the debt service on 
a revenue bond issued under s. 66.0621 by the political subdivision or by a joint fire department if the joint fire 
department uses the proceeds of the bond to pay for a fire station and assesses the political subdivision for its 
share of that debt, under an agreement entered into under s. 66.0301, which is incurred by the joint fire 
department but is the responsibility of the political subdivision. 6. The amount that a county levies in that year for 
a countywide emergency medical system. 7. The amount that a village levies in that year for police protection 
services, but this subdivision applies only to a village’s levy for the year immediately after the year in which the 
village changes from town status and incorporates as a village, and only if the town did not have a police force. 8. 
The amount that a political subdivision levies in that year to pay the unreimbursed expenses related to an 
emergency declared under s. 166.03 (1) (b) 1., including any amounts levied in that year to replenish cash 
reserves that were used to pay any unreimbursed expenses related to that emergency. A levy under this 
subdivision that relates to a particular emergency initially shall be imposed in the year in which the emergency is 
declared or in the following year. (g) If a county has provided a service in a part of the county in the preceding 
year and if a city, village, or town has provided that same service in another part of the county in the preceding 
year, and if the provision of that service is consolidated at the county level, the levy increase limit otherwise 
applicable under this section to the county in the current year is increased to reflect the total cost of providing that 
service, as determined by the department of revenue. (h) 1. Subject to subd. 2., the limit otherwise applicable 
under this section does not apply to the amount that a city, village, or town levies in that year to pay for charges 
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assessed by a joint fire department, but only to the extent that the amount levied to pay for such charges would 
cause the city, village, or town to exceed the limit that is otherwise applicable under this section. 2. The exception 
to the limit that is described under subd. 1. applies only if all of the following apply: a. The total charges assessed 
by the joint fire department for the current year increase, relative to the total charges assessed by the joint fire 
department for the previous year, by a percentage that is less than or equal to the percentage change in the U.S. 
consumer price index for all urban consumers, U.S. city average, as determined by the U.S. department of labor, 
for the 12 months ending on September 30 of the year of the levy, plus 2 percent. b. The governing body of each 
city, village, and town that is served by the joint fire department adopts a resolution in favor of exceeding the limit 
as described in subd. 1. (i) 1. If a political subdivision enters into an intergovernmental cooperation agreement 
under s. 66.0301 to jointly provide a service on a consolidated basis with another political subdivision, and if one 
of the political subdivisions increases its levy from the previous year by an amount the parties to the agreement 
agree is needed to provide a more equitable distribution of payments for services received, the levy increase limit 
otherwise applicable under this section to that political subdivision in the current year is increased by that agreed 
amount. 2. If a political subdivision increases its levy as described in subd. 1. the other political subdivision, which 
is a party to the intergovernmental cooperation agreement and has agreed to the adjustment under subd. 1., shall 
decrease its levy in the current year by the same amount that the first political subdivision is allowed to increase 
its levy under subd. 1.  
 
(4) REFERENDUM EXCEPTION. (a) A political subdivision may exceed the levy increase limit under sub. (2) if its 
governing body adopts a resolution to that effect and if the resolution is approved in a referendum. The resolution 
shall specify the proposed amount of increase in the levy beyond the amount that is allowed under sub. (2), and 
shall specify whether the proposed amount of increase is for the next fiscal year only or if it will apply on an 
ongoing basis. With regard to a referendum relating to the 2005 levy, or any levy in an odd−numbered year 
thereafter, the political subdivision may call a special referendum for the purpose of submitting the resolution to 
the electors of the political subdivision for approval or rejection. With regard to a referendum relating to the 2006 
levy, or any levy in an even−numbered year thereafter, the referendum shall be held at the next succeeding 
spring primary or election or September primary or general election. (b) The clerk of the political subdivision shall 
publish type A, B, C, D, and E notices of the referendum under s. 10.01 (2). Section 5.01 (1) applies in the event 
of failure to comply with the notice requirements of this paragraph. (c) The referendum shall be held in 
accordance with chs. 5 to 12. The political subdivision shall provide the election officials with all necessary 
election supplies. The form of the ballot shall correspond substantially with the standard form for referendum 
ballots prescribed by the elections board under ss. 5.64 (2) and 7.08 (1) (a). The question shall be submitted as 
follows: “Under state law, the increase in the levy of the .... (name of political subdivision) for the tax to be 
imposed for the next fiscal year, .... (year), is limited to ....%, which results in a levy of $.... Shall the .... (name of 
political subdivision) be allowed to exceed this limit and increase the levy for the next fiscal year, .... (year), by a 
total of ....%, which results in a levy of $....?”. (d) Within 14 days after the referendum, the clerk of the political 
subdivision shall certify the results of the referendum to the department of revenue. The levy increase limit 
otherwise applicable to the political subdivision under this section is increased in the next fiscal year by the 
percentage approved by a majority of those voting on the question. If the resolution specifies that the increase is 
for one year only, the amount of the increase shall be subtracted from the base used to calculate the limit for the 
2nd succeeding fiscal year.  
 
(5) EXCEPTION, CERTAIN TOWNS. A town with a population of less than 2,000 may exceed the levy increase 
limit otherwise applicable under this section to the town if the town board adopts a resolution supporting an 
increase and places the question on the agenda of an annual town meeting or a special town meeting and if the 
annual or special town meeting adopts a resolution endorsing the town board’s resolution. The limit otherwise 
applicable to the town under this section is increased in the next fiscal year by the percentage approved by a 
majority of those voting on the question. Within 14 days after the adoption of the resolution, the town clerk shall 
certify the results of the vote to the department of revenue.  
 
(6) PENALTIES. Except as provided in sub. (6m), if the department of revenue determines that a political 
subdivision has a penalized excess in any year, the department of revenue shall do all of the following: (a) 
Reduce the amount of county and municipal aid payments to the political subdivision under s. 79.035 in the 
following year by an amount equal to the amount of the penalized excess. (b) Ensure that the amount of any 
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reductions in county and municipal aid payments under par. (a) lapses to the general fund. (c) Ensure that the 
amount of the penalized excess is not included in determining the limit described under sub. (2) for the political 
subdivision for the following year. (d) Ensure that, if a political subdivision’s penalized excess exceeds the amount 
of aid payment that may be reduced under par. (a), the excess amount is subtracted from the aid payments under 
par. (a) in the following years until the total amount of penalized excess is subtracted from the aid payments. (6m) 
MISTAKES IN LEVIES. The department of revenue may issue a finding that a political subdivision is not liable for 
a penalty that would otherwise be imposed under sub. (6) if the department determines that the political 
subdivision’s penalized excess is caused by one of the following clerical errors: (a) The department, through 
mistake or inadvertence, has assessed to any county or taxation district, in the current year or in the previous 
year, a greater or less valuation for any year than should have been assessed, causing the political subdivision’s 
levy to be erroneous in a way that directly causes a penalized excess. (b) A taxation district clerk or a county 
clerk, through mistake or inadvertence in preparing or delivering the tax roll, causes a political subdivision’s levy 
to be erroneous in a way that directly causes a penalized excess.  
 
(7) SUNSET. This section does not apply to a political subdivision’s levy that is imposed after December 2010. 
 
 
 

Org. Capitalized and Operating Interest Expense 2009
No. for Proprietary Fund Departments  Amount
1162 DAS-Information Management Services Division 545,247$        
5041 DTPW -Airport Divison 168,079
5300 Fleet Management Division (Prior Year Debt Service) 365,220
5300 Fleet Management Division (Vehicle Initiative) 1,326,980
5605 Milwaukee County Transit/Paratransit Services 920,927
5725 DTPW  - Facilities Management Division 1,055,886

Sub-Total 4,382,339$     

1200-1850 Capitalized Interests 903,000$        

1950 Taxable Pension Obligation Notes, Anticipation Notes and Stabilization 
Fund 35,182,113$   

Performance Based Contracting 130,096

Total Estimated 2009 Debt Service Abatement 40,597,548$  

INTEREST ALLOCATION (9880)
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Milwaukee County’s Operating Authority and Purpose 
 

 

Legislative and Executive Function 
 
Department: County Board 
Org Unit:  1000 
 
The nature, composition, powers, duties and responsibilities of county boards are delineated in Chapter 
59, Wisconsin Statutes, pursuant to Article IV, Sections 22 and 23 of the State Constitution.  Each county 
in the State is a body corporate empowered to sue and be sued; to acquire and hold, lease or rent 
property; to enter into leases and to make contracts.  The power of the County can only be exercised by 
the County Board pursuant to a resolution or ordinance adopted by it.  The general powers of the County 
Board are set forth in Section 59.51 of the Wisconsin Statutes. 
 
Department: County Board – Department of Audit 
Org Unit:  1001 
 
Pursuant to Section 59.47 of the Wisconsin Statutes and Chapter 57 of the Milwaukee County 
Ordinances, the Department of Audit is responsible for post auditing the fiscal concerns of Milwaukee 
County.  The term audit is used to describe not only work done in examining financial statements, but 
also work done in reviewing internal accounting and administrative controls, compliance with applicable 
laws and regulations, economy and efficiency of operations, and effectiveness in achieving program 
results.  The Department’s audits are performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards.  In 
addition, the Department monitors contracts with vendors of goods and services for compliance with 
equal opportunity and affirmative action requirements.  The Department annually contracts for an audit of 
the financial statements of Milwaukee County and the Single Audit of Federal and State grants required 
by Federal OMB Circular A-133 and State Single Audit Guidelines.  The staff also reconciles the County’s 
checking accounts.  In addition, the Department maintains a Hotline to receive information from citizens 
and employees regarding waste, fraud and abuse of Milwaukee County resources. 
 
Department: County Board - Office of Community Business Development Partners 
Org Unit:  1040 
 
The County Board – Office of Community Business Development Partners is responsible for 
administering the County’s disadvantaged business enterprise (DBE) program.  Chapter 42 of the 
Milwaukee County Ordinances sets forth the policy and definitions of Milwaukee County’s Federal and 
non-Federal DBE programs.  Chapter 42 describes policies regarding DBE participation in procurement, 
public works and professional services contracts; goal setting for DBE participation; contractor/vendor 
good faith effort (GFE) procedures; and procedures for findings of contractor non-compliance.   

 
Department: County Executive – General Office 
Org Unit:  1011 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 59.17(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes and Section 23-A of Article IV of 
the Wisconsin Constitution, the County Executive has the following duties and responsibilities: coordinate 
and direct all administrative and management functions of County government; appoint department heads 
and members of boards and commissions, subject to County Board confirmation; submit annually a 
recommended County budget to the County Board; communicate to the County Board the condition of the 
County or other matters requiring their attention; and approve or veto all resolutions or ordinances 
enacted by the County Board. 
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Department: County Executive – Veterans Service 
Org Unit:  1021 
 
The Veterans Service Office operates pursuant to Section 45.43 of the Wisconsin Statutes.  Its purpose is 
to develop and coordinate programs for Milwaukee County veterans and their dependents.  The Veterans 
Service Office advises and informs Milwaukee County veterans concerning any problems arising from 
service in the armed forces of the United States and assists veterans and their dependents or survivors in 
the preparation of claims or applications for Federal, State and County benefits to which they may be 
entitled.  The Veterans Service Office works with Federal, State and accredited veterans organizations 
whose primary responsibilities are the general well being of the veterans community.  The Veterans 
Service Office coordinates its work with other community agencies on issues related to veterans. 
 
The Veterans Service Commission operates under Section 45.12 of the Wisconsin Statutes and its 
responsibility is in the area of aid to veterans. 
 
Department: County Executive – Office of Business Development 
Org Unit:  1031 
 
The purpose of the County Executive - Office of Business Development is to provide a comprehensive 
strategy for job development, retention and expansion in Milwaukee County by working in concert with all 
incorporated municipalities and their economic development agents. 

Staff Function 
 
Department: Civil Service Commission  
Org Unit:  1110 
 
Pursuant to Sections 63.01 to 63.03 of the Wisconsin Statutes, there shall be a Civil Service Commission in 
every county containing 500,000 or more residents. 
 
The five-member Civil Service Commission conducts hearings on the merit system and, when necessary, 
makes recommendations to the County Board or its committees.  The Civil Service Commission budget 
includes the following two programs: 
 

1. Quasi-Judicial – The Civil Service Commission acts as an adjudicating body, conducting hearings 
on merit system violations and appeals of actions taken by the Director of Human Resources and 
rendering decisions thereon. 

 
2. Administrative – The Civil Service Commission exercises administrative control over the merit 

system, including promulgation of rules. 
 
Department: Personnel Review Board  
Org Unit:  1120 
 
Pursuant to Chapter 33 of the Milwaukee County Ordinances, the Personnel Review Board (PRB) consists 
of five members functioning as a quasi-judicial body to review all disciplinary charges filed by appointing 
authorities or other authorized persons alleging that an officer or employee in Milwaukee County classified 
service has acted in such a manner as to show them to be incompetent to perform their duties or to have 
merited discipline, demotion, or discharge as mandated by the State pursuant to Wis. Statute 63.10 or 
63.12. The PRB is authorized to hear all appeals by non-represented County employees of rulings made in 
the final step of the established County grievance procedure, to act as final arbitrator over grievances not 
appealed to arbitration under Union labor contracts, and to act as the “Independent Fact Finder” to 
determine whether violations of the Ethics Code exist in all cases referred to the Personnel Review Board 
by the Ethics Board, pursuant to Chapter 9 Code of Ethics, Milwaukee County Ordinances.  The PRB also 
reviews the rules, practices and procedures of the Civil Service Commission. 
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Department: Corporation Counsel 
Org Unit:  1130 
 
Pursuant to Section 59.42 of the Wisconsin Statutes, the Corporation Counsel prosecutes or defends all 
civil actions in which the County, or any of its boards, commissions, committees, departments or officers is 
interested or a party; issues opinions; drafts County ordinances and resolutions; drafts proposed 
legislation; processes commitments of mentally ill persons; drafts protective placement pleadings and 
guardianships for “developmentally disabled and aged infirm persons;” and acts as general counsel for the 
County in all civil matters in all Federal and State courts and before all Federal, State and County 
administrative bodies and agencies.  In addition, pursuant to statutes, the Corporation Counsel represents 
State agencies or the Attorney General in civil matters and prosecutes various civil remedies mandated by 
State law. 
 
Department: Department of Administrative Services – Office for Persons with Disabilities 
Org Unit:  1019 
 
The Milwaukee County Commission for Persons with Disabilities was established March 21, 1978, under 
Chapter 73 of the Milwaukee County Ordinances, to “promote the independence of Milwaukee County’s 
handicapped and disabled persons.”  As part of this charge, the Commission is empowered, by Section 
73.09, to: 
 

“advise the County Board of Supervisors of the needs of handicapped and disabled persons within 
Milwaukee County, and the status of existing services designed to meet such needs and may 
recommend any new program, accommodation or service required to meet such needs.” 
 

The Office for Persons with Disabilities (OPD) provides Milwaukee County citizens with reliable and 
comprehensive disability-related information, fosters professional relationships that promote cooperation 
and effective collaboration, and assures that Milwaukee County programs, services, and facilities are 
accessible to persons with disabilities. 
 
Department: Department of Administrative Services – Labor Relations 
Org Unit:  1135 
 
Pursuant to Chapter 79 of the Milwaukee County General Ordinances, the Labor Relations Division has 
general responsibility for the negotiation and administration of all collective bargaining agreements.  The 
Division is also responsible for establishing labor relations training programs for supervisory staff, and 
conducting, on behalf of Milwaukee County, all procedures ordered by the Wisconsin Employment 
Relations Commission, U.S. Department of Labor, or the Wisconsin Department of Workforce 
Development. 
 
 
Department: Department of Administrative Services – Human Resources 
Org Unit:  1140 
 
Pursuant to Chapters 63.01 to 63.09, 63.11 and 63.13 to 63.17 of the Wisconsin Statutes and Chapter 79 
of the Milwaukee County General Ordinances, this department recruits and examines candidates for all 
positions in the Classified Service of Milwaukee County; certifies eligibility; investigates requests for 
changes in classification, increases in pay and changes in personnel practices and procedures; processes 
unemployment compensation claims; and administers the coordination and implementation of the County’s 
affirmative action plan. 
 
Department: Department of Administrative Services – Employee Benefits 
Org Unit:  1188 
 
Pursuant to Chapters 63.01 to 63.09, 63.11 and 63.13 to 63.17 of the Wisconsin Statutes and Chapter 58 
of the Milwaukee County General Ordinances, this division manages and coordinates the details of 
employee benefits programs, including hospital/surgical/dental care plans, life insurance plans, and 
employee services programs dealing with behavioral/medical problems.   
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The Employee Retirement Services Section administers and maintains the Milwaukee County Retirement 
System as established by Chapter 201 of the Milwaukee County General Ordinances. It provides for the 
determination of benefits and payments to all eligible employees or their beneficiaries, and monitors and 
reconciles all transactions affecting the retirement fund. 
 
 
Department: Department of Administrative Services – Risk Management 
Org Unit:  1150 
 
The Department of Administrative Services is created pursuant to Section 59.52(1) of the Wisconsin 
Statutes and Chapter 32 of the Milwaukee County Ordinances.  DAS – Risk Management is responsible for 
administering the County’s risk management program.  Section 59.52(11)(a) of the Wisconsin Statutes 
authorizes the County to provide public liability and property damage insurance, either from commercial 
companies or by self-insurance created by setting up an annual fund for such a purpose, or by a 
combination thereof, covering without exclusion because of enumeration, motor vehicles, malfeasance of 
professional employees, maintenance and operation of County highways, parks, parkways and airports, 
and other County activities involving the possibility of damage to the general public, and provide fire and 
casualty insurance for all County property. 
 
Section 59.52 (11)(d) of the Wisconsin Statutes authorizes the County to provide for the protection of the 
County and public against loss or damage resulting from the act, neglect or default of County officers, 
department administrators and employees, and to contract for and procure bonds or contracts of insurance 
to accomplish that purpose, either from commercial companies or by self-insurance created by setting up 
an annual fund for such purpose or by a combination thereof.  Section 65.90(6) of the Wisconsin Statutes 
allows any county having a population of 500,000 or more to establish, maintain and levy a tax for a liability 
reserve fund for the purpose of paying liability claims or premiums on insurance to pay such claims.  The 
annual taxes levied for the purpose may not exceed the level necessary to collect the amount 
recommended by an actuary, in accordance with generally accepted actuarial principles. 
 
Department: Department of Administrative Services – Administration and Fiscal Affairs 
Org Unit:  1151 
 
The Department of Administrative Services is created pursuant to Section 59.52 (1) of the Wisconsin 
Statutes and Chapter 32 of the Milwaukee County Ordinances.  The position of Director is authorized in the 
Fiscal Affairs Division and is responsible for the execution of the duties and powers assigned to the 
Department as specified in Chapter 32 of the Milwaukee County General Ordinances for the major 
divisions of Procurement, Information Management Services and Fiscal Affairs. Also reporting to the 
Director are Human Resources, Labor Relations, Office for Persons with Disabilities, Property 
Management, and Employee Benefits. The Fiscal Affairs Division is responsible for preparing and 
monitoring the County’s annual operating and capital budgets and for preparing the County’s Official 
Statements relating to debt issuance.  It performs the County’s accounting functions, which include 
centralized payroll, accounts payable, preparation of County financial statements, and determination of 
financial and cost accounting policies. 
 
Department: Department of Administrative Services – Procurement Division 
Org Unit:  1152 
 
The Procurement Division of the Department of Administrative Services is empowered by Chapter 32 of the 
Milwaukee County Ordinances to purchase or contract for supplies, materials, equipment and contractual 
services needed by County departments, agencies and institutions.  This authority does not include public 
works programs, professional service contracts, repairs or alterations to buildings, structures, purchase or 
leases of County-owned real estate and appurtenances. The Procurement Division is also authorized to 
develop standards, prepare specifications, sign and issue contracts and purchase orders, process requests 
for proposals, and assist the Milwaukee County Transit System’s processing of purchase orders.  The 
Procurement Division is responsible and accountable to the Purchasing Standardization Committee as 
delineated in Chapter 32.23 of the Milwaukee County Code of General Ordinances. 
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Additionally, the Procurement Division provides Disadvantaged Business Enterprises an opportunity to 
participate in Milwaukee County’s procurement process pursuant to ordinances and annual goals 
established by the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors. 
 
 
Department: Department of Administrative Services – Information Management Services 
Division 
Org Unit:  1160 
 
The Information Management Services Division (IMSD) of the Department of Administrative Services 
provides technical and communication services to its clients, which includes Milwaukee County 
departments, other governmental units including municipal public safety agencies and regional partners, 
and the users of Milwaukee County’s website.  IMSD consists of four functional areas: Applications 
Services; Technical Support and Infrastructure Services; Business Development Services; and 
Governance.  Applications Services and Technical Support and Infrastructure Services are authorized by 
Section 32.64 of the Milwaukee County Ordinances.  Sections 32.65 and 32.66 authorize Records 
Management Services. 
 
Department: Ethics Board 
Org Unit:  1905 
 
On February 11, 1975, the County Board of Supervisors created Chapter 9 of the Milwaukee County 
Ordinances.  This chapter establishes a Code of Ethics (Section 9.05) and an Ethics Board (Section 9.07), 
which shall adopt guidelines and procedures necessary to carry out the provisions of the ordinance.  The 
Board consists of six residents of Milwaukee County appointed by the County Executive and confirmed by 
the County Board.  The County Executive appoints, subject to confirmation by the County Board, an 
Executive Director who shall perform such duties as the Board assigns to him/her.  The County Board shall 
provide such additional personnel as may be required in the administration of this chapter. 
 

Courts and Judiciary Function 
 
Department: Combined Court Related Operations 
Org Unit:  2000 
 
County-Funded State Court Services Division 
Pursuant to Section 8, Article VII, Wisconsin Constitution, and Section 753.03, Wisconsin Statutes, the 
State Circuit Courts have original jurisdiction in all civil, family, juvenile, criminal and Probate matters.  They 
also conduct administrative reviews.  Milwaukee County comprises the First Judicial Administrative District 
of the State court system and has 47 judges. 
 
Family Court Commissioner Division 
The general purpose of this division is to conduct formal hearings in matters relating to marriage and 
actions affecting the family pursuant to Chapters 765 and 767 of the Wisconsin Statutes.  It includes the 
Family Court Mediation Services Unit.  It also handles Chapter 813 matters related to domestic abuse and 
harassment. 
 
Clerk of Circuit Court 
Pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes, the Clerk of Circuit Court maintains the records, books and files of the 
Circuit Courts – Civil, Family, Criminal and Children’s Divisions; collects fees and costs prescribed by law; 
certifies copies of judgments or other papers or records; receives and disburses payment of trust, bail or 
other funds pursuant to court orders; invests funds and has custody of securities held for the benefit of 
minors, as ordered by the Court; furnishes attorneys with legal papers; prepares the daily court calendar; 
processes termination of parental rights proceedings, agency adoptions and documents filed in all adoption 
proceedings (Chapters 48 and 882) and processes all cases.  Pursuant to Chapter 100 of the Milwaukee 
County Ordinances and the rules of the County Board of Judges, the Clerk of Circuit Court is also Director 
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of Court Services.  Eligible jurors for the County-funded State Court System are summoned by the Clerk of 
Circuit Court.  In addition, the Clerk of Circuit Court manages the Register in Probate Division. 
 
Register in Probate Division 
Pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes, the Register in Probate maintains the records and files of all probate 
proceedings; receives payments of statutory fees; performs administrative services and ministerial duties in 
connection with mental commitment proceedings (Chapter 51), protective placement proceedings (Chapter 
55), will proceedings, contests of claims and other probate proceedings; performs administrative duties 
directed by the judges designated to hear probate proceedings; reviews documents and makes 
determinations required for informal administration of estates (Chapter 865); and exercises the powers and 
duties of a probate court commissioner when designated to do so by a judge assigned probate jurisdiction. 
 
In addition, the 1985 Supreme Court decision in State ex rel. Watts v. Combined Community Services, 122 
Wis. 2d 65, requires an annual court review of every existing protective placement case to protect the 
constitutional rights of persons under protective placement.  The costs associated with such proceedings 
and other operating expenses not expressly assumed by the State are obligations of Milwaukee County 
[Sections 753.19 and Sections 753.016(4), Wisconsin Statutes. and Romosco v. Milwaukee, 108 Wis. 2d 
32 (1982)].  Currently the Clerk of Circuit Court serves as the Register in Probate. 
 
Department: Child Support Enforcement Department 
Org Unit:  2430 
 
The Department of Child Support implements and administers the Child Support Enforcement Act pursuant 
to Title IV-D of the Federal Social Security Act and Sections 49.22 and 59.53(5) of the Wisconsin Statutes, 
under contract with the State Department of Workforce Development.  Title IV-D of the Federal Social 
Security Act applies to custodial parents receiving public assistance.  Cases are referred by the 
Department of Health and Human Services, W-2 agencies and the Milwaukee Bureau of Child Welfare 
when a custodial parent or child is eligible for any one of a variety of benefits. The Department of Child 
Support works cooperatively with other County departments to comply with the IV-D program mandates.  
Title IV-D legislation requires the Department to provide services to locate parents, establish paternity, 
enforce and establish child support and medical support orders. Non-W-2 custodial parents may also apply 
to receive the Child Support Services that are provided to IV-D eligible custodial parents. 

General Governmental Services Function 
 
Department: Election Commission 
Org Unit:  3010 
 
Pursuant to Sections 7.10, 7.21 and 7.60 of the Wisconsin Statutes, this department prepares, prints, 
distributes and maintains custody of ballots, including absentee, Braille and sample ballots; canvasses 
returns and certifies them to the State Elections Board; advertises all elections held on a Federal, State and 
County-wide basis in community and minority newspapers; distributes, receives and verifies the legality of 
nomination papers and recall petitions filed; receives Code of Ethics forms; audits campaign finance 
reports and registration forms of candidates and committees; maintains election records and files; prorates 
charges to municipalities and school boards for election services provided; reviews election laws; conducts 
recall elections; conducts recount proceedings and special elections; issues certificates of election to 
County Supervisors, the County Executive and to five County constitutional officers; provides a statistical 
election booklet every other year; prints Congressional, Supervisory districts, State Senate and Assembly 
maps; and attends meetings relative to the office. 
 
Department: County Treasurer 
Org Unit:  3090 
 
Pursuant to Section 59.25 of the Wisconsin Statutes, this Department receives all monies which belong to, 
or are deposited in trust with the County of Milwaukee; pays out all monies on order of the County Board, 
or as otherwise provided by law or ordinances; transmits State taxes, fees and revenues from other 
charges to the State Treasurer; collects and enforces the collection of delinquent property taxes; acts as 
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custodian of the Employees’ Retirement System; provides for the daily cash requirements of Milwaukee 
County; and invests County appropriations not needed immediately in low risk short-term and mid-term 
investments. 
 
Department: County Clerk 
Org Unit:  3270 
 
Pursuant to Section 59.20 of the Wisconsin Statutes, and Section 56.09 of the Milwaukee County 
Ordinances, the County Clerk records the proceedings of the County Board of Supervisors; distributes 
copies of the printed proceedings; maintains all of the legislative files; produces a continuous index of the 
ordinances and resolutions presented to the County Board at each meeting; updates existing ordinances 
and prepares copies of new ordinances for distribution; receives/processes court summons and complaints 
naming Milwaukee County; maintains the central file of County deeds, contracts, insurance policies, 
agreements, leases and easements; maintains SARA Title III records for Milwaukee County; administers 
oaths of office and maintains a file of such oaths as well as public official bonds; maintains a file of qualified 
public improvement contractors; receives and publicly opens all sealed bids for public improvement 
projects; receives bids for services and commodities; distributes copies of the Milwaukee County financial 
reports and statistical reports of property valuations; issues marriage, equestrian, hayride, horse and stable 
licenses; sells bus tickets and passes, along with issuing passports; processes garnishment actions, tax 
levies and wage assignments of County employees; processes lien notices against contractors performing 
County public improvements; maintains the file of certificates of title for all County-owned vehicles; assists 
the County Treasurer in signing all County checks; and registers all lobbyists and reports quarterly to the 
County Board on the number of registrants.  Finally, the department serves as an informational 
clearinghouse for corporate Milwaukee County. 
 
Department: Register of Deeds 
Org Unit:  3400 
 
Pursuant to Sections 59.43, 69.22 and other pertinent sections of the Wisconsin Statutes, the Register of 
Deeds records, indexes and optically scans real estate documents, corporation papers and military 
discharges; records informal probate instruments; files and indexes financing statements; files and indexes 
birth, marriage and death certificates; sells copies of the above described documents; collects the real 
estate transfer tax; and performs such other functions as provided by law. 
 

Public Safety and Judiciary Function 
 
Department: Office of the Sheriff 
Org Unit:  4000 
 
Sheriff 
The Sheriff of Milwaukee County is a State constitutional officer and, under Section 59.26 and 59.27 of the 
Wisconsin Statutes, is responsible for law enforcement, the safety and security of citizens and protection of 
property throughout the County.  Chapter 166, Wisconsin Statutes, provides the authority of counties in 
matters pertaining to emergency government services. 
 
The Sheriff acts as an arm of the criminal justice system, carrying out criminal investigations, effecting 
arrests and warrants, detaining prisoners at the Criminal Justice Facility and the House of Correction, 
providing court security, serving process papers, transporting prisoners and patients and extraditing 
criminals.  Security is provided at General Mitchell International Airport and the County Parks.  Protection is 
rendered to County officials and domestic and international visiting dignitaries.   
 
Expressway patrol provides the capability of immediate 24-hour response to emergency situations involving 
protection, safety and law enforcement throughout Milwaukee County.  
 
The Sheriff provides specialized services to the community, County government and municipal police 
agencies by means of investigative expertise, drug investigations, training and emergency response. 
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House of Correction 
The functions of the House of Correction (HOC) are defined in Chapters 302, 303, 304 and 973 of the 
Wisconsin Statutes.  This institution receives and maintains custody of all sentenced prisoners in 
Milwaukee County committed by authorized courts for periods not exceeding one year and from 
other jurisdictions as authorized by County ordinance; provides programs of rehabilitation, 
education, work, recreation and training; provides medical, dental and other necessary services in 
conjunction with the Detention Bureau of the Sheriff’s Department; processes and considers 
applications for parole; and releases prisoners upon expiration of sentence, parole, or upon orders 
of the courts or other recognized authorities.  Section 302.315 of the Wisconsin Statutes permits 
this institution to receive and maintain custody of unsentenced prisoners from the Milwaukee 
County Sheriff.   
 
Department: District Attorney 
Org Unit:  4500 
 
Pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 978.05, the District Attorney of Milwaukee County has the following duties: 
 
A. In the Circuit Courts of Milwaukee County having jurisdiction for criminal cases – Prosecutes all 

criminal actions; prosecutes all state forfeiture actions, county traffic actions and actions concerning 
violations of county ordinances which are in conformity with state criminal laws; participates in John 
Doe or other investigative proceedings; issues subpoenas and other process to compel the attendance 
of witnesses; upon the request and under the supervision and direction of the Attorney General, briefs 
and argues all criminal cases brought by appeal or writ of error to the Court of Appeals or Supreme 
Court; handles all appeals  
 
or proceedings if the case is decided by a single Court of Appeals judge; institutes, commences, or 
appears in certain civil actions or special proceedings as set forth in Wis. Stat. § 978.05 (6). 

 
B. In the Circuit Courts of Milwaukee County having jurisdiction for juvenile cases – Represents the 

public’s interest at the Children’s Court Center for matters including children alleged to be delinquent, 
to have violated civil laws or ordinances, to be in need of protection or services or who are 
developmentally disabled, mentally ill, alcoholic or drug dependent; and initiates and defends appeals 
and prosecutes termination of parental rights actions. 

 
Department: Medical Examiner 
Org Unit:  4900 
 
Pursuant to Sections 59.34, 59.36, 59.38, 69.18, 157.02, and Chapter 979, Wisconsin Statutes, this 
department investigates all deaths in which there are unexplained, unusual or suspicious circumstances, all 
homicides, all suicides, all deaths following criminal abortion, poisoning, and accident (whether the injury is 
or is not the primary cause of death), and all deaths in which there is no physician in attendance, or the 
attending physician refuses to sign the death certificate; investigates all deaths when the body is to be 
cremated; reports all deaths immediately to the District Attorney pursuant to Section 979.04(2) Statutes; 
performs autopsies, histologic studies and toxicological analyses, and testifies in court in regard to all 
investigative findings; issues death certificates, cremation permits and disinterment permits; takes 
possession of, stores and disposes of bodies when investigation is required or bodies are unclaimed; 
locates relatives of deceased persons; safeguards and legally disposes of money and property of 
deceased persons; and renders scientific aid to various law enforcement agencies in the examination of 
evidence. 
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Department of Public Works Function 
 
Department: Department of Transportation and Public Works-Airport 
Org Unit:  5040 
 
Milwaukee County operates and maintains General Mitchell International and Lawrence J. Timmerman 
Field Airports by authority granted under Chapters 59 and 114 of the Wisconsin Statutes.  General Mitchell 
International Airport provides commercial, military and general aviation services.  Timmerman Airport is 
primarily for general aviation.  Under the terms of the negotiated agreement between Milwaukee County 
and the signatory airlines, all operating expenses and debt service costs are recovered through rates and 
charges assessed to users (terminal and land rentals, concession fees and landing fees). 
 
Department: Department of Transportation and Public Works-Transportation Services 
Org Unit:  5070 
 
The Transportation Services Division of the Department of Transportation and Public Works (DTPW) 
implements projects defined under County policy in accordance with the guidelines provided by grantor 
agencies and/or as prescribed by law.  The projects are funded through state and/or federal grants, with 
local funds provided by the County, cities or villages and private developers. 
 
Department: Department of Transportation and Public Works-Architectural, Engineering 
and Environmental Services 
Org Unit:  5080 

The Architectural, Engineering and Environmental Services Division of the Department of Transportation 
and Public Works (DPTW) provides professional and technical services related to reconstruction and 
rehabilitation of the County’s natural resources and public infrastructure.  The Division is comprised of five 
sections: Architectural, Airport Engineering, Site Development Engineering, Environmental Services and 
Support Services.  These sections research, design, administer and implement a diverse combination of 
programs and projects. 
 
Department: Department of Transportation and Public Works-Highway Maintenance 
Org Unit:  5100 
 
The Highway Maintenance section of the Department of Transportation and Public Works maintains all 
County trunk highways, parkways, State trunk highways and expressways.  The Division is also 
responsible for maintaining vacant freeway lands and the North Shore right-of-way. 
 
Department: Department of Transportation and Public Works-Fleet Management 
Org Unit:  5300 
 
The Fleet Management Division of the Department of Transportation and Public Works (DTPW) provides a 
broad array of technical services to County departments.  These services include providing direction and 
contract oversight for vehicle replacement programs throughout the County including developing standards, 
preparing specifications, signing and issuing contracts.  The Division also assists departments in 
processing purchase orders and licensing and registering vehicles.  The Division is responsible for 
developing economical, operational procedures to purchase environmentally friendly vehicles and 
equipment.  The Division is also charged with managing the County’s maintenance operations and 
maintenance service providers; managing the County’s fuel system; and coordinating vehicle and 
equipment disposal through periodic auctions. 
 
Department: Department of Transportation and Public Works-Water Utility 
Org Unit:  5500 
 
The Water Utility, a distinct division under the organizational umbrella of the Department of Transportation 
and Public Works (DTPW), maintains the Water Distribution System that is located on the Milwaukee 
County Grounds and is owned by Milwaukee County.  This division within the DTPW will be responsible for 
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all aspects of water distribution as well as sewer and storm sewer collection. The Water Utility shall utilize 
county staff and other resources as budgeted to meet demands  
 
of the customers on the County Grounds and shall have the right to recover expenses incurred in provision 
of water distribution through the independent setting of rates and charges to its customers.  The Water 
Utility is also responsible for repair, maintenance and oversight of the physical infrastructure in the 
provision of water distribution. 
 
Department: Milwaukee County Transit/Paratransit System 
Org Unit:  5600 
 
The Department of Transportation & Public Works (DTPW) provides public transit services through the 
Milwaukee County Transit System.  Direct management and operation of the transit system, including 
paratransit services, is provided by Milwaukee Transport Services, Inc. (MTS), a private nonprofit 
corporation under contract to the County.  The corporation uses transit facilities and equipment owned and 
provided by Milwaukee County. 
 
Paratransit operations include the provision of demand responsive transportation and orientation to 
transportation services.  These services provide a complement to the fixed-route services of MCTS and are 
available to those who are Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Paratransit eligible.   
 
The Transportation Planning Division of the DTPW provides County oversight as well as conducts various 
transit related studies, and prepares and administers federal and state transit grants. Division personnel 
also facilitate the acquisition of capital equipment, and provide design and construction services for capital 
facilities. 
 
Department: Department of Transportation and Public Works-Facilities Management 
Org Unit:  5700 
 
The Facilities Management section of the Department of Transportation and Public Works (DTPW) 
provides property management, tenant services and maintenance, housekeeping, security and skilled 
trades services to various private entities and County departments. Facilities Management is the steward of 
such County owned properties as the Courthouse Complex (Courthouse, Safety Building, Criminal Justice 
Facility, St. Anthony’s, 6th & State Parking Area and the surface lot located at the former Annex site), 
County Grounds buildings (Child Adolescent Treatment Center (CATC) and Children’s Court), City 
Campus, Muirdale Building, Eschweiler Buildings and the electric, sanitary water & sewer and storm 
systems on the County Grounds. 
 
Department: Department of Transportation and Public Works-Director’s Office 
Org Unit:  5800 
 
The Director’s Office is charged with the general management of the Department of Transportation and 
Public Works (DTPW) and multimodal transportation planning in the County. 
 
The DTPW - Director’s Office provides management and support services to the DTPW divisions through 
oversight, coordination and technical assistance.  The Transportation Planning Section within the Director’s 
Office represents the County interests in pertinent safety and multimodal transportation planning, prepares 
related transportation plans, and aggressively seeks out, applies for and professionally manages state and 
federal grant funds which reduce tax levy support for County transportation projects. 
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Health and Human Services Function 
 
Department: Department of Health and Human Services-Behavioral Health Division 
Org Unit:  6300 
 
Pursuant to Sections 46.03(1), 46.21, 51.08, 51.35, 51.42 and 51.437 of the Wisconsin Statutes, the 
Milwaukee County Department of Health and Human Services-Behavioral Health Division provides care 
and treatment of persons with disorders related to alcohol and substance abuse and developmentally, 
emotionally and mentally ill adults, children and adolescents through contracts with community agencies, 
outpatient care, day treatment services and inpatient care.  Services include intensive short-term treatment, 
as well as extended care of persons with serious mental illness.  Acute hospital admissions are initiated by 
voluntary application or through legal detention methods such as court commitment.  The Adult and Child 
Inpatient Services require Title-XIX certification and appropriate State licensing to capture Title-XIX and 
other third-party reimbursement.  The extended care portions of this agency require Federal certification as 
a Skilled Nursing Facility and Facility for the Developmentally Disabled, allowing for State reimbursement.  
Day treatment is offered to patients who have progressed to the stage where inpatient hospitalization is no 
longer indicated, but who require more intensive treatment than is available in an outpatient facility.  The 
Community Services Branch provides both mental health and AODA services through contracts with 
community service providers or at community clinics.  Programs are managed by the Behavioral Health 
Division Administrator under the jurisdiction of the Director of the Department of Health and Human 
Services, the Combined Community Services Board, the County Executive and the Milwaukee County 
Board of Supervisors. 
 
Department: Department of Health and Human Services-County Health Programs 
Org Unit:  7200 
 
The Emergency Medical Services (Paramedics) Program operates under Chapter 97 of the Milwaukee 
County Ordinances pertaining to comprehensive emergency medical care services.  The EMS Program is 
responsible for managing all EMS-related functions.  Other County Health Programs are reviewed and 
approved by the County Executive and County Board of Supervisors. 
 
Department: Department on Aging 
Org Unit:  7900 
 
Under the Older Americans Act, the Milwaukee County Department on Aging is a Federal/State designated 
Area Agency on Aging for Milwaukee County.  The Department on Aging’s responsibilities are outlined in 
Chapter 53 of the General Ordinances of Milwaukee County and include planning, developing, providing, 
purchasing and coordinating services for the County’s older adult population.  The Department reports 
directly to the County Executive and provides staff support to the Milwaukee County Commission on Aging. 
 
This Department provides a single entry point for older adults and their caregivers who are in need of 
elderly service information and assistance throughout Milwaukee County.  Services provided by the 
Department on Aging are designed to provide an appropriate mix of community-based care and direct 
services to prevent the inappropriate and costly institutionalization of older adults.  The Department is the 
designated Resource Center and Care Management Organization for older people in Milwaukee County 
under the State of Wisconsin’s Family Care initiative. 
 
Department: Department on Aging-Care Management Organization 
Org Unit:  7990 
 
The Care Management Organization (CMO) Division was created in response to the Family Care initiative.  
In accordance with authorization initially granted by the County Board in 1997 (Resolution File No. 96-630) 
and 1998 (Resolution File No. 98-893), under Family Care, the Department’s Care Management 
Organization coordinates all long term care services, including home and community based services and 
institutional services for eligible elders who require publicly funded long term care services. 
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Department: Department of Health and Human Services 
Org Unit:  8000 
 
The Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) operates under Chapters 46 (Social 
Services), 48 (Children’s Code), 49 (Public Assistance), 51 (Mental Health), 55 (Protective Services) 
and 938 (Juvenile Delinquency) of the Wisconsin State Statutes. 
 
DHHS provides a wide range of life-sustaining, life-saving and life-enhancing services to children 
and adults through age 60.  Programs focus on providing services for delinquent children, 
dysfunctional families, developmentally disabled persons, physically disabled persons, mentally ill 
persons, homeless persons, and those in need of financial assistance.  Many of the services 
provided are mandated by State Statute and/or provided through a State/County contract. 
 

Recreation and Culture Function 
 
Department: Parks, Recreation and Culture 
Org Unit:  9000 
 
The Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture administers and operates the Milwaukee County Park 
System.  Residents and visitors are offered approximately 15,000 acres of parkland that includes: 150 
parks and parkways, 15 golf courses, two community/recreation centers, two indoor pools, nine outdoor 
pools, numerous wading pools and splash pads, two family aquatic centers, five beaches, 117 tennis 
courts, 178 picnic areas, 23 major pavilions, over 178 athletic fields, 108-mile Oak Leaf Trail, Nature Trails, 
Mitchell Park Horticultural Conservatory (the Domes), Boerner Botanical Gardens, McKinley Marina, Wehr 
Nature Center, and the O’Donnell Park Parking Structure 
 
Department: Zoological Department 
Org Unit:  9500 
 
The Zoological Department is charged with the general management of the Zoo facility.  Included are 
business operations, management of the animal collection, maintenance of buildings and grounds, visitor 
services, education, planning/oversight of construction related to the capital master plan and marketing of 
the Zoo. 
 
The Zoo originally opened in the 1890s as an animal and bird display in Washington Park.  It was acquired 
by the County in 1937 and operated under the Park Commission until 1981 when it became an 
independent department.  The Zoo moved to its present 200-acre site in 1960.  The Zoo’s animal collection 
and exhibits are acquired with the assistance of private funding.  There are presently 16 animal groupings 
at the Zoo, including the Reptile and Aquarium group, Australian group, Asiatic group and the Family Farm. 
 
Department: Milwaukee Public Museum 
Org Unit:  9700 
 
Pursuant to Wisconsin Statute 59.56(2), Milwaukee County may acquire, own, operate and maintain a 
public museum in the County and appropriate money for such purposes.  As a museum of human and 
natural history, it provides a dynamic and stimulating environment for learning.  The Museum interprets the 
world’s cultural and natural heritage through collections, research, education and exhibits.  It holds its 
collections as a public trust and is dedicated to their preservation for the enrichment of present and future 
generations. 
 
Department: University Extension Service 
Org Unit:  9910 
 
Pursuant to Section 59.56(3) of the Wisconsin Statutes, Milwaukee County UW-Extension provides a 
Cooperative Extension Service by joint agreement between Milwaukee County and the University of 
Wisconsin.  The UW-Extension identifies and responds to family and community needs for practical 
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education, research and knowledge.  It provides Milwaukee County access to the research and resources 
of the University of Wisconsin System.  Its educational programs promote community collaborations 
focused on youth and family development, community and economic development and the environment.  It 
strives to empower individuals, families, and communities through the development of critical skills in 
leadership, strategic planning, problem solving and decision-making. 
 

Debt Service Function 
 
Department: General County Debt Service 
Org Unit:  9960 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 67.05(10) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board shall levy, by 
a recorded resolution, a direct annual irrepealable tax sufficient to pay the interest on general obligation 
bond and loan obligations as they fall due, and to pay the bond principal at maturity. 
 

Non-Departmental- Revenues  
 
Department: Unclaimed Money 
Org Unit:  1901 
 
Pursuant to Section 59.66 of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Treasurer is to publish a notice of the fact 
that the Treasurer’s Office possesses unclaimed money.  If no legal claim is made within the time specified 
in such notice, all funds and interest earned are to be turned over to the General Fund of the County 
treasury. 
 
Department: Land Sales 
Org Unit:  1933 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 59.51(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board may represent 
the County and have the management of the business and concerns of the County in all cases where no 
other provision is made. 
 
Department: Potawatomi Revenue 
Org Unit:  1937 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 59.51(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board may represent 
the County and have the management of the business and concerns of the County in all cases where no 
other provision is made. 
 
Department: Medicare Part D Revenue 
Org Unit:  1969 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 59.51(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board may represent 
the County and manage the County’s business and concerns in all cases where no other provision is 
made. 
 
Department: Property Taxes 
Org Unit:  1991 
 
Pursuant to Section 59.60 of the Wisconsin Statutes, property tax requirements are determined by 
estimating total expenditures and deducting the estimated amount of revenue from non-property tax 
sources and the amount of any surplus at the close of the prior fiscal year. 
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1993 Levy Rate Cap:  Effective August 12, 1993, Section 59.605, Wisconsin Statutes imposed a property 
tax rate limit for Wisconsin counties.  Separate limits were imposed for operating levy rates and debt 
service levy rates.  The operating levy rate is $4.08 per $1,000 equalized value and the debt levy rate limit 
is $1.42 per $1,000 equalized value.  The baseline for the rate limit is the 1992 actual tax rate adopted for 
1993 budget purposes.  The County cannot exceed the operating levy rate and debt levy rate limits unless 
one or more conditions apply, as described below.  The statute establishes specific penalties for failure to 
meet the tax rate limit requirements.  Among the penalties for exceeding the tax rate limits are reductions in 
State shared revenues and transportation aids. 
 
Under the terms of the 1993 levy rate cap, general obligation debt can be issued only if one of the following 
conditions is met:  (1) a referendum is held that approves the debt issuance; (2) the County Board of 
Supervisors adopts a resolution that sets forth its reasonable expectation that the issuance of the debt will 
not cause the County to increase the debt levy rate; (3) the issuance of the debt was authorized by an 
initial resolution adopted prior to the effective date of 1993 Wisconsin Act 16 (August 12, 1993); (4) the 
debt is issued for certain specified purposes, including financing regional projects under Section 67.5(7)(f); 
(5) the debt is issued to fund or refund outstanding municipal obligations; or (6) the County Board of 
Supervisors adopts an initial resolution authorizing the issuance of the debt by a vote of at least three-
fourths of the members-elect of the County Board. 
 
2007 Wisconsin Act 20: As passed by the State Legislature, Senate Bill 40 prohibits any city, village, town 
or county from increasing its levy in 2007 (payable in 2008) by more than the allowable percentage 
increase for 2007(08) levies of net new construction of 3.86 percent plus the terminated TID percentage.  
The State allowed for a 3.86 percent levy limit increase payable in 2007 only.   
 
Milwaukee County net new construction percentage for 2007 (payable in 2008) is 2.54 percent plus the 
terminated TID percentage for 2007 (payable in 2008) of .52 percent.  
 
According to the State of Wisconsin the levy cap for 2008 will not be released until October of 2008.  It is 
anticipated that the 2008 (payable in 2009) levy limit will consist of net new construction, which is 1.683 for 
2008 (payable in 2009) plus the terminated TID percentage percent.  The 2007 terminated TID percentage 
was .52 percent.  This percentage may change for 2008.   
 
The 2007/2008 Levy Cap: Wisconsin State Statute 66.062(2) is listed in its entirety in the 9960-General 
County Debt Service Budget on page 9960-5 – 9960-8.   
 
Department: Earnings on Investments 
Org Unit:  1992 
 
Pursuant to Sections 66.0603(2) and 219.05 of the Wisconsin Statutes, a county has the authority to invest 
any of its funds not immediately needed in time deposits of a bank, credit union, trust company or savings 
and loan association, or in bonds or securities issued or guaranteed as to principal and interest of the U.S. 
Government, Federal agency and instrumentality securities, highly rated corporate securities or repurchase 
agreements. 
 
Department: State Shared Taxes 
Org Unit:  1993 
 
Pursuant to Chapter 79 of the Wisconsin Statutes, the State apportions Shared Revenues to counties on 
the basis of population, equalized property values, the relative ranking of local purpose revenues, and the 
value of utility property. 
 
Department: State Exempt Computer Aid 
Org Unit:  1994 
 
Pursuant to 1997 Wisconsin Act 237 (The Act), business computers are exempt from being subject to 
property taxes, beginning with the 1999 property tax levy collected in 2000.  The Act also provided for a 
State aid payment to offset the loss of taxable property from the exemption. 
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Department: County Sales Tax Revenue 
Org Unit:  1996 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 77.70 of the Wisconsin Statutes, counties may enact a 0.5 percent 
sale and use tax.  The tax is typically imposed on the same goods and services as the State's 5.0 percent 
sales tax.  Section 22.04 of the Milwaukee County Ordinances addresses uses of sales tax revenue. 
Department: Power Plant Revenue 
Org Unit:  1997 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 59.51(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board may represent 
the County and have the management of the business and concerns of the County in all cases. 
 
Department: Surplus (or Deficit) from Prior Year 
Org Unit:  1998 
 
Pursuant to Section 59.60(3m) of the Wisconsin Statutes, every accounting and budgeting procedure 
applied under this section shall comply with generally accepted accounting principles for government, as 
promulgated by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board. 
 
Department: Other Miscellaneous Revenue 
Org Unit:  1999 
 
Pursuant to Section 59.60 of the Wisconsin Statutes regarding submission of annual budget estimates, an 
estimate of revenue from all other sources is included in the budget. 
 

Non-Departmental- Expenditures 
 
Department: County Historical Society 
Org Unit:  1908 
 
Pursuant to Section 59.56(5) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board may appropriate money to any 
historical society located in the County and incorporated under Section 44.03 for the purpose of collecting 
and preserving the records and salient historical features of the County.  This unit maintains the historical 
exhibits of the Milwaukee County Historical Society and assists with other phases of the program.  Funds 
provided to subsidize the operation of the Society are used to employ a director and associate staff.  The 
Society acts as custodian for non-current County records.  The County appropriates funds for use by the 
Society pursuant to an agreement approved by the County Board of Supervisors on December 14, 1965 
and renewed on May 16, 1988. 
 
Department: VISIT Milwaukee 
Org Unit:  1912 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 59.56(10) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board may 
appropriate funds to advertise the advantages, attractions and resources of the County and to conserve, 
develop and improve the same.  Any county may cooperate with any private agency or group in this work. 
 
Department: Civil Air Patrol 
Org Unit:  1913 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 59.54(18) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board may 
appropriate funds or donate property and equipment to Civil Air Patrol units in the County for the purpose of 
enabling such Civil Air Patrol units to perform their assigned missions and duties as prescribed by U.S.  
Air Force regulations. 
 
Department: War Memorial Center 
Org Unit:  1914 
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Pursuant to Section 45.058 of the Wisconsin Statutes and in accordance with agreements between 
Milwaukee County War Memorial, Inc. and the County of Milwaukee, Milwaukee County War Memorial, Inc. 
presently operates the War Memorial Center.  The Center is situated at the south end of Lincoln Memorial 
Drive overlooking Lake Michigan and is directly adjacent to County parkland. 
 
The Center stands as a memorial to those who have given their lives for our collective freedom.  “To Honor 
the Dead by Serving the Living” is the motto of the Center. 
 
The facility is home to the Milwaukee Art Museum, which boasts major cultural exhibits, including the Mrs. 
Harvey L. Bradley Collection.  Through tax levy dollars provided by the County, the Center supports the Art 
Museum by providing building services for the space the Museum occupies in the Saarinen Building and 
Kahler Addition as well as direct funding. 
 
The Center provides office space to major service groups and veterans’ organizations such as the Rotary 
Club of Milwaukee, Kiwanis Club of Milwaukee, USO of Wisconsin, AMVETS State headquarters, 
Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Foundation Midwest Regional Office, Chipstone Foundation, International 
Association for Orthodontics, Creative Sharp Presentation, America’s Freedom Center Foundation and the 
War Memorial Center itself. 
 
To maximize utilization of the facility, the Center is available for general use by the public, veterans' groups, 
art groups and civic groups. 
 
Department: Villa Terrace/Charles Allis Art Museums 
Org Unit:  1915 
 
Pursuant to Section 45.058 of the Wisconsin Statutes and in accordance with agreements between 
Milwaukee County War Memorial Center, Inc., and the County of Milwaukee, Villa Terrace Decorative Arts 
Museum, 2220 North Terrace Avenue and Charles Allis Art Museum, 1801 North Prospect Avenue function 
as a combined operation under the auspices of the Milwaukee County War Memorial Corporation.  The 
museum partnership “Honors the War Dead by Serving the Living” through community cultural enrichment.  
Public programming includes monthly changing art exhibits, regularly scheduled concerts, films, 
workshops, an annual youth concert series and special events.  The facilities are available for rent by civic, 
cultural, veteran, educational, business and private groups.  Both museums are on the National Registry of 
Historic Places. 
 
The Villa Terrace Art Museum is an Italian Renaissance-style home richly decorated with antiques and 
retains almost all of its original fixtures dating back to the 1920s.  The permanent collection features Asian, 
European and American decorative arts including wrought-iron artistry.  The rear terrace area, which 
overlooks Lake Michigan, extends down a bank to the Renaissance Garden fronting on Lincoln Memorial 
Drive.   
 
The Charles Allis Art Museum was the home of a Milwaukee industrialist who collected a vast quantity of 
fine art objects.  The building and its contents were originally donated to the City of Milwaukee in 1946 and 
operated under the auspices of the Milwaukee Public Library System.  In 1979, this priceless community 
asset was transferred to the War Memorial Corporation, again to be held in the public trust.  Temporary 
exhibitions feature primarily Wisconsin art.  In 1998, the Margaret Rahill Great Hall was completed. 
 
Department: Marcus Center for the Performing Arts 
Org Unit:  1916 
 
Pursuant to Section 45.058 of the Wisconsin Statutes and in accordance with agreements, the Milwaukee 
County War Memorial Center, Inc. operates the Milwaukee County Ben and Ceil Marcus Center for the 
Performing Arts (the Marcus Center). The Marcus Center was built with private money in 1969 and deeded 
to Milwaukee County as a public trust for the preservation and enrichment of the performing arts, including 
drama, music and dance.  The facility is home to the Broadway Series, Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, 
Milwaukee Ballet, Florentine Opera, Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra, First Stage Children’s 
Theatre, City Ballet Theatre, Hansberry-Sands Theatre Company and other performing arts groups.  The 
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Marcus Center is located at 929 North Water Street.  In addition to the Marcus Center providing a first class 
facility for the performing arts, the Center supports a number of free community events and activities year-
round, including ethnic and cultural festivals such as Martin Luther King Day Celebration, Cantos de Las 
Americas, Get up and Dance!, and KidZ Days children’s programming. 
 
Department: Human Resource and Payroll System 
Org Unit:  1921 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 59.51(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board may represent 
the County and have management of the business and concerns in all cases where no other provision is 
made. 
 
Department: Milwaukee County Automated Land Information System 
Org Unit:  1923 
 
Pursuant to Sections 15.105(16), 16.971, 20.505(4)(im) and 59.72 of the Wisconsin Statutes and County 
Board Resolution File 90-707(a), approved on November 8, 1990, the Milwaukee County Automated Land 
Information System (MCAMLIS) may design, develop and implement a land information system integrating 
property and ownership records with U.S. Public Land Survey referenced parcel-identified boundary 
information; prepare boundary-referenced parcel property maps suitable for producing accurate land title or 
survey boundary line information; and prepare maps with documented accuracy suitable for local planning. 
 
Pursuant to Section 59.43, a $7 surcharge on recording fees is collected to fund a land information office, 
modernization of land records, the State of Wisconsin Land Information Program and the MCAMLIS Board. 
Of the total $7 surcharge on recording fees, four dollars is retained to develop, implement and maintain a 
Countywide plan for land record modernization. One dollar of the surcharge is also retained locally and 
specifically designated for expenditures associated with the implementation and maintenance of land 
information records on the internet, including the County’s land information records relating to housing.  (No 
portions of the $4 and $1 surcharges are available for general County purposes.)  Two dollars of the $7 
surcharge are forwarded to the State Department of Administration.  
 
Fee for MCAMLIS        4 
Fee for Land Records Modernization Initiatives     1 
Fee for State Land Information Program      2 
      $  7 
 
Department: Offset to Internal Service Charges 
Org Unit:  1930 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 59.51(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board may represent 
the County and have the management of the business and concerns of the County in all cases where no 
other provision is made. 
 
Department: Charges to Other County Organization Units 
Org Unit:  1935 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 59.51(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board may represent 
the County and have the management of the business and concerns of the County in all cases where no 
other provision is made. 
 
Department: Appropriation for Contingencies 
Org Unit:  1945 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 59.60(5)(e) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the Director, Department of 
Administrative Services may transmit an estimate of funds required as an appropriation for contingencies. 
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Department: Employee Fringe Benefits 
Org Unit:  1950 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 59.51(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board may represent 
the County and have management of the business and concerns in all cases where no other provision is 
made. 
 
Department: Litigation Reserve Account 
Org Unit:  1961 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 59.51(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board may represent 
the County and manage the County’s business and concerns in all cases where no other provision is 
made. 
 
Department: Federated Library System 
Org Unit:  1966 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 59.03(1) and 59.51(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board 
may represent the County and have the management of the business and concerns of the County in all 
cases where no other provision is made. 
 
Department: Milwaukee County Funds for the Arts 
Org Unit:  1974 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 59.17 and 59.51(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board may 
represent the County and have the management of the business and concerns of the County in all cases 
where no other provision is made. 
 
Department: Capital Outlay/Depreciation Contra 
Org Unit:  1985 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Sections 59.17 and 59.51(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the County Board 
may represent the County and have the management of the business and concerns of the County in all 
cases where no other provision is made. 
 
Department: Debt Issue Expense 
Org Unit:  1987 
 
Appropriations are for expenses incurred for issuing bonds by Milwaukee County.  The bonds are issued as 
provided under 67.04 of the Wisconsin Statutes, which authorizes issuing bonds for specific purposes, 
subject to stated limitations. 
 
Department: Investment Advisory Services 
Org Unit:  1989 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 59.51(2) of the Wisconsin Statutes, the county board may represent 
the County and have management of the business and concerns in all cases where no other provision is 
made. 
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